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MAR 4     ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

MAR 5     CLEAN UP PARK DAY 

MAR 9     LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY 

MAR 10   STUDENT FREE DAY 

MAR 13   AUSSIE DRESS UP DAY 

MAR 17   GRIP LEADERSHIP CON. 

MAR 19   HARMONY DAY 

MAR 20   BULLYING NO WAY DAY 

MAR 23   3-WAY CONFERENCES 

MAR 27   CROSS COUNTRY 

MAR 27   LAST DAY TERM 1 

APR 14    FIRST DAY TERM 2 

APR 16    STUDENT FREE DAY 

APR 25    PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

MAY 11   DISTRICT CROSS COUNT.  

MAY 17   NZ STUDENTS ARRIVE  

...SEE PAGE 5 FOR MORE 

IN  T HIS  ISSUE  

 FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK  

 NEWS & UPDATES 
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 … AND MORE 
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F RO M  T HE  PR INCI PAL’S  D ESK  

THE CYBER SAFETY PROJECT 

Our students experienced a wonderfully                              
informative and interactive session with The Cyber 
Safety Project on Wednesday. The entertaining                  
atmosphere and opportunity to interact, discuss 
problems and brainstorm solutions ensured that 
students were totally engaged. The energy and 
storytelling ability of Sam and Trent, the                         
presenters, allowed students to connect with them 
and feel empowered to be safe and responsible 
digital citizens when using digital technologies.   

As a staff, we also undertook a professional                      
learning session and left equipped with the tools 
and resources to develop proactive strategies for 
the safe and engaging use of digital technologies.   

In the evening, Trent presented to a very large 
group of our parent community with tips and         
strategies for fostering a positive and safe                      
environment for digitally engaged children in the 
home. It was terrific hearing Trent articulate the 
importance of knowing whether children are                    
consuming or creating online and based on this 
understanding, deciding together with your                 
children, how much screen time is appropriate.  All 
the content was relevant and very up to date,                
especially with recent changes and updates to 
apps such as YouTube, Snapchat and Instagram, 
and gaming programs such as ‘Fortnite’. We were 
offered excellent advice, tips and tricks about what 
parents and teachers can do to help their children 
and students at all ages. 

If you were unable to attend on the night, you 
might like to access The Cyber Safety Project Blog 
and website:  

www.cybersafetyproject.com.au/blog  

PARENT HELPER TRAINING 

Research has shown that parents who take an                   
active role in their child’s school life increase their 
child’s ability to learn and have a positive effect on 
academic achievement. At Mitcham Primary, we 
encourage parents to actively support student 
learning by becoming involved in a range of 
school and classroom activities and greatly                      
appreciate the parents and community members 
who assist  and support our  programs.  Thank  you  
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to all the parents, grandparents, carers and friends 
who have made time to attend our Parent Helper 
Training Sessions. Kathy Lawson has had a full 
house for every session; it is very heart-warming to 
know that we have such a dedicated community, 
so willing to support our school. I am looking              
forward to seeing you all helping classrooms, at 
our sporting events or in whatever capacity you 
feel you can contribute.  

2020 MITCHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL COUNCIL 
COMPOSITION 

Nominations for the 2020 Mitcham Primary School 
Council closed on the afternoon of Friday 14                 
February. This year the number of nominations we 
received equalled the number of vacant positions, 
as such, we do not need to go to an election and I 
am happy to announce the composition of the 
2020 Mitcham Primary School Council is as follows: 

Parent Members: 

 Lucille Matthews 

 Joel Curtis 

 Stacie Timmins 

 Katie Lang 

 Heba Elhakim 

 Eb Banful 

 Ford Zheng 

NEW FURNITURE 

Thank you to all the students and parents of                  
students in 3/4A and 3/4C for your understanding 
with the delay in the arrival of the furnishings for 
your new classrooms.  We are very happy that the 
furniture has arrived today! 

Wishing all 
families a 
r e s t f u l 
weekend. 

Erin            
Norman: 
Principal 

 Nasra Higgins 

 Chloe Rees 

DET Members: 

 Erin Norman 

 Heather Wood 

 Lauren Lamont 

 Deborah Williamson 

https://www.cybersafetyproject.com.au/blog
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DATE EVENT 

4 March Grade 3-6 Athletics 

5 March  Clean Up Halliday Park (in 
lieu of Clean Up Australia 
Day) 

9 March Labor Day Public Holiday 

10 March Student Free Day 

13 March Aussie Dress Up Day 

17 March GRIP Leadership                  
Conference 

19 March Harmony Day 

20 March Bullying No Way Day 

23 March 3-Way Conferences 

27 March Cross Country 

MPS Earth Day 
 

Last Day Term 1 

14 April First Day Term 2 

16 April Student Free Day 

22 April Hockey Gala Day (selected 
students only) 

25 April ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

11 May District Cross Country 

17 May New Zealand Exchange 
Students Arrive 

24 May New Zealand Exchange 
Students Depart 

27 May National Simultaneous 
Story Time 

1 June Grade 5/6 Camp Departs 

5 June Grade 5/6 Camp Returns 

DATE EVENT 

8 June Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

12 June Grade 5/6 Winter Sports 

22 June Grade 5/6 Winter Sports 

26 June Last Day Term 2 

13 July First Day Term 3 

22 July Grade 3/4 Camp Departs 

24 July Grade 3/4 Camp Returns 

22—28 August Book Week Begins 

31 August District Athletics 

4 September Grade 5/6 Summer Sports 

11 September Grade 5/6 Summer Sports 

18 September Last Day Term 3 

5 October First Day Term 4 

30 October New Zealand Exchange 
Students Depart Australia 

3 November Melb. Cup Day Holiday 

4 November Grades 3 - 6 Swimming 
Program Commences 

6 November New Zealand Exchange 
Students Return to Aus. 

22 November Grades 3 - 6 Swimming 
Program Concludes 

23 November Prep - 2 Swimming               
Program Commences 

27 November Prep - 2 Swimming           
Program Concludes 

18 December Last Day Term 4 

mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/mitchamprimaryschool/


VISITING PRIMARY SCHOOL NURSE 

Michelle Chappell, a visiting primary school nurse 
from the Department of Education and Training, 
will be attending the school to conduct the Prep 
health assessments and to see other children as 
requested by teachers (with parents’ consent).  

The purpose of the visit is to provide children in 
their first year of primary school with the                         
opportunity to have a health assessment; to link 
children, families and school communities to                   
services available in the community; and to provide 
information and advice that promotes health and 
wellbeing. 

The confidential questionnaire, coming home with 
Prep students shortly, will provide important               
information about your child’s health so the nurse 
can make an effective assessment. If your child            
requires further assessment, such as vision, hearing 
or speech assessments the nurse will see him or her 
at school. 

If you would like your child to participate in the             
Primary School Nursing Program please indicate 
this by ticking the YES consent box (page 5), sign 
and fill out the questionnaire and return the                  
completed student entrant health questionnaire to 
your child’s school. 

If you do not wish your child to participate in the 
Primary School Nurse Program please tick the NO 
consent box (page 5), sign and return the student 
entrant health questionnaire to your child’s school. 

Parents are invited to contact the visiting primary 
school nurse if there are any issues they wish to 
discuss. The contact number is 0412161467. 

Please ensure the questionnaire is given to your 
child’s school teacher in the sealed envelope by the 
specified return date. 

SCHOOL BANKING 

Does your child want to be part of School Banking? 

The school banking program is a great way to start 

creating good financial habits.  

School banking starts on Wednesday 12 February 
and takes place every Wednesday.  

Please add this event to your calendar.  

N E W S AND UPDAT ES  
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. 
If you’re interested in your child taking part in 

School Banking, visit your local Commonwealth 

Bank branch and ask to open up a School Banking 

or ’Dollarmites’ account for your child. 

There are also great reward items to redeem after 

each 10 deposits, as it is an incentive for banking 

regularly and not a monetary exercise.  

Click here to find out more about signing your 

child up. 

We're excited to share that the new School Banking 

theme for 2020 is Treetop Savers. The new range of  

rewards are designed to appeal to all ages. In               

response to your feedback in the Customer                     

Experience Surveys, we've made this year's rewards 

more eco-friendly and sustainable. All rewards are 

reusable and packaged using sustainably sourced 

paper.  

 Terry Denton's Activity Book – Term 1 

 Mini Soccer Ball – Term 1 

 Treetop Stationery Set – Term 2 

 Treetop Handball – Term 2 

 Tomato Seed Kit – Term 3 

 Magic Mist Drink Bottle – Term 3 

 Emoji Wallet – Term 4 

 Snakes & Ladders Game – Term 4  

mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/mitchamprimaryschool/
https://www.commbank.com.au/banking/youthsaver.html
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COMPASS 

As you are aware, we are now using many more 
functions of the Compass Student Management 
System. From next week, we will be using the           
Compass Student Management System as the main 
form of communication between teachers and               
parents. Teachers will be able to use Compass to 
send emails to parents. Parents will also be able to 
use Compass to email their child’s teacher.  

Please take some time to review the Mitcham                     
Primary School ‘Communicating with School Staff 
Policy’, available on our school website. 

ICY POLE FRIDAY 

Icy Pole Friday is BACK! We will be selling a variety 
of water icy poles and popcorn every Friday for $1.  

Should you need to check ingredients for allergy 
purposes, the brand is Coles Smart Buy.  

H APPY  B I RT HDAY!  

ADVERTISING NOTE 

The Department of Education and Training and 

Early Childhood Development (DEECD) does 

not endorse the products or services of any  

private advertisers. No responsibility is                   

accepted by DEECD for accuracy of                         

information. 

mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/mitchamprimaryschool/
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https://bde6616f-4ffb-419e-8f28-12a92ec3c44c.filesusr.com/ugd/b53030_98c91b5e86c0483aa94b48e376fb15b7.pdf
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CSEF (CAMPS & SCHOOL EXCUSRIONS FUND) 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)       

provides payments for eligible students to attend 

activities like: 

 School camps or trips 

 Swimming and school-organised sport                 

programs 

 Outdoor education programs 

 Excursions and incursions. 

Applications for 2020 are now open and will close 

at the end of Term 2. Families holding a valid 

means-tested concession card or temporary foster 

parents are eligible to apply. 

Successful applicants will receive $125 per year for 

eligible primary school students. Payments are 

made directly to the school and are tied to the               

individual student. Most payments start from March 

onwards. 

Payments are for the application year and cannot 

be claimed for previous years. 

The CSEF payment cannot be used towards                    

voluntary school charges, books, stationery, school 

uniforms, before/after school care, music lessons, 

or formals/graduations. 

You will only need to submit an application form in 

2020 if any of the following changes have occurred: 

 Your child has started or changed schools in 

2020 or you did not apply at the same school 

in a previous year 

 Changed family circumstances: such as a 

change of custody, change of 

name, concession card number, or new                 

siblings commencing at the school in 2020. 

We are able to accept and process applications up 

until the end of term two each year. 

The  payment  system  only  allows  one application 

per student. Parents in shared custody situations 

(who both hold a concession card) must make the 

decision beforehand who applies for the CSEF at 

the school on behalf of their children. 

If you have already paid for some camp, sports or 

excursion costs up front, you have the option to 

 Allocate the payment towards remaining              

activities in 2019 

 Carry over the amount to be used on eligible 

activities in 2020 

Please note, CSEF funds cannot be directly                   

refunded to families. 

If you think you may be eligible, and are yet to             

apply, or would like more information, please see 

the information and application sheets enclosed in 

the later pages of this newsletter. Alternatively, 

contact our school office for more information. 

CENTREPAY 

Centrepay is a free bill paying service that allows 

applicable families to pay bills and other costs,               

direct from their Centrelink payments.  

Using Centrepay you can arrange regular                         

deductions from your Centrelink payment. You can 

start, change, or stop using Centrepay whenever 

you like. You can use it for your regular bills and 

other ongoing expenses, such as rent, electricity, 

phone and school fees. 

Contact the Mitcham Primary School Office, or click 

here for more information.  

COMPASS 

Have you logged into Compass yet? Compass is 

our new all-purpose communication platform for                 

families at Mitcham Primary School. Using the login 

details provided on the letter sent home, click here 

or visit: mitchamps-vic.compass.education to log in 

and familiarise yourself with the platform.  

mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/mitchamprimaryschool/
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/centrepay/how-use-it/how-set-deductions
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/centrepay/how-use-it/how-set-deductions
https://mitchamps-vic.compass.education/
https://mitchamps-vic.compass.education/




O SHCLUB N E W S  

Dear Mitcham OSHClub Parents, 

This week at OSHClub, children were busy working on 
the healthy eating theme. The healthy eating pyramid, 
and making paper plates showing healthy food was the 
main focus of the children. 

Another thing we have been working on, is creating an 
OSHClub family tree in the corridor. The children have 
been very excited about seeing their faces stuck up on 
the tree. We are very thankful of Ash in setting it up.  

We also discussed with the children about the new            
routine. It seems all the children are happy with the 
new routine which is working really well by splitting the 
children between the hall and OSH room to break up 
the numbers. Preps-Grade 2s have been coming to the 
OSH room in the afternoons, whilst the Grade 3-6’s are 
being signed in at the hall and having their afternoon 
tea and then are offered to come back to OSH room for 
the indoor activities or go with outdoor play. Any                   
feedback or suggestion regarding our new routine is 
welcomed. 

All the Preps will be picked up from their classes in the 
afternoon and dropped to their classes in the morning 
when attending they are booked into OSHClub.  

PUPIL FREE DAY 

We have been informed of an upcoming Pupil Free 
Day at Mitcham OSHClub on Tuesday 10th of March 
2020, which will run if we receive a minimum of 15 
bookings for the day. Please refer to the attached flyer 
for more information. 

AUTUMN VACATION CARE 

Bookings are now open for the Autumn School                   
Holidays at MITCHAM OSHCLUB. Please find the                
attached brochure outlining all the exciting activities, 
incursions and excursions on offer each day. To place 
the bookings you require please log into your account. 

UPDATING MEDICAL RECORDS 

We are in the process of updating our medical records. 
Please set aside a few minutes when picking up your 
child, in case we need you to go through the forms. 
Also, if your child/ren is going to attend any after 
school activities like, tennis, chess, Kelly sports or karate 
please let us know so that we can cater to their needs 
and get permission forms ready to sign. 

SUN SMART POLICY 

A kind reminder that during Term 1 we will be  
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following our Sun Smart Policy. So, please remember to 
provide a hat for your child. We supply Coles’ branded 
50+ protection sunscreen here at the service, however, 
if your child has specific sunscreen needs we encourage 
parents to either leave some with us at the program or 
ensure that children have some in their bags when they 
arrive. 

BOOKING INTO OSHCLUB  

Remember, ensuring your children are booked to              
attend OSHClub helps us cater for your children’s 
needs and ensure we are compliant with national                
regulations and OSHClub policy. If you are having diffi-
culty using the OSHClub online booking system, please 
call head office on 1300 395 735. Otherwise, you can 
book your child into the program on the day by calling 
or texting 0422 097 497. Program times are from 
7.00am - 9.00am and 2.30pm - 6.30pm, bookings will 
be confirmed during these times. Please notify the                  
program if your child will be absent if you are unable to 
cancel the booking online. A courtesy phone call, 
voicemail or text will be highly appreciated and allow 
our team to focus on the children in attendance.  

WEEK 5: BEFORE SCHOOL CARE 

DAY ACTIVITY 

MONDAY Autumn Leaf Bookmark & Handprint 

TUESDAY Autumn Colouring Pages & Moovosity 

WEDNESDAY  Autumn Wreath & Moovosity 

THURSDAY Leaves: Changing Colour & Moovosity 

FRIDAY  Autumn Memory Game & Gaga Ball 

WEEK 5: AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

DAY ACTIVITY 

MONDAY Autumn Word Search & Barley Break 

TUESDAY Leaf Bowl & Bean Bag Tic Tac Toe 

WEDNESDAY  Autumn Collage & Collect the Cones 

THURSDAY Autumn Greeting Card & Footy Skills 

FRIDAY  Foil Leaf Art & Tennis 

Enrol Now: www.oshclub.com.au 

OSHClub Program Phone: 0422 097 497 

OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735 

mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/mitchamprimaryschool/


Enrol Now: www.oshclub.com.au 

OSHClub Program Phone: 0422 097 497 

OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735 

Program Coordinator: Jagruti 

Program Assistants: Lekky, Jane, Maylee, Ashleigh & Maria 

O SHCLUB N E W S:  PUPI L  F RE E  DAY  
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If going ahead, the session will run all day from 7:00am 

to 6:30pm at the cost of $65.00 (before any applicable 

Child Care Subsidy). Many families are eligible for Child 

Care Subsidy, which reduces the out of pocket cost of 

outside school hours care. To establish what level 

of CCS you may be entitled to please contact 

the Centrelink Family Assistance Office on 13 61 50.  

Please book prior to 5.00 pm on Tuesday 3 March, 2020 

to register your interest. We will advise on this day if 

we have enough bookings to proceed. 

HOW TO BOOK 

Please log in to your account online at: 

www.oshclub.com.au 

...and book in under the Pupil Free Day Room. 

Please note that bookings can not be 

made online within 5 days of the session commencing. 

In order to book within this period, you will need to 

contact the Mitcham OSHClub service directly. The             

service’s phone number is 0422 097 497, and can be 

found by visiting our website and searching for the  

service. 

UPCOMING PUPIL FREE DAY 

Dear Mitcham OSHClub Families, 

We have been informed of an upcoming Pupil Free 

Day on Tuesday 10 March 2020, and we are planning 

to run a full day of care on this day, however this is               

dependent on the number of bookings received. We 

require a minimum of 15  children to run the day. 

Session date: Tuesday 10 March, 2020 

Book before: 5.00pm, Tuesday 3 March, 2020 

Fees and session times: 

PUPIL FREE DAY: 7.00 AM - 6.30 PM 

Tuesday 10 March, 2020 

FULL FEE 

(Before any applicable Child 

Care Subsidy) 

 

$65.00 

WHAT HAPPENS? 

We provide fun activities for all ages including arts and 

craft, games, sports, drama, board games, dress ups 

and fun with friends. 

WHAT TO BRING 

Please bring morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea. 

Make sure your children wear/bring appropriate              

footwear and clothing, including a hat. 

FURTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 Seven (7) days' notice is require for cancellation 

of the Pupil Free Day, to ensure you will not incur 

out of pocket costs.   

 A $4 late booking fee applies for bookings made 

within 5 days of the session commencing. 

 All regular Before and After School Care bookings 

have been removed. 

If you need assistance, please contact us on:                     

mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/mitchamprimaryschool/
http://www.oshclub.com.au
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