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F RO M  T HE  PR INCI PAL’S  D ESK  

THANK YOU 

The COVID-19 crisis continues to challenge us all, as 
it further evolves. I would like to thank all of our 
Mitcham Primary School community for your                    
patience and support at this time. I do recognise that 
this is difficult and challenging for everyone, and that 
all families are concerned about the safety of their 
loved ones. While Coronavirus has left us anxious 
and sad, my heart has been warmed by experiences 
and stories of members of our community                       
generously and selflessly reaching out to support 
others, thank you.  

HARMONY DAY 

Yesterday we celebrated Harmony Day, a celebration 
of inclusiveness, respect and belonging for all,              
regardless of cultural or linguistic background and 
united by a set of core Australian values. Our world 
now is in great need of harmony between humans 
and with the rest of the creation. To become more 
inclusive is to respect others and the natural world. 
When we understand and respect the needs of               
others, and when we can share what we have, all can 
be in harmony. 
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This week in our classrooms, our children have been 
discussing Harmony week. The message we are               
trying to instil in our children is that to live                       
harmoniously in Australia, it is essential that we               
ensure that everyone from different backgrounds is 
made to feel equal and involved, and is treated with 
fairness and respect. Sometimes it can be difficult to 
reconcile what we learn in the classroom with what 
we see on television and in the newspapers.  

While very different to other years, our Harmony 
Day celebrations yesterday were just fabulous and 
helped lift the spirits of all our students and staff 
during this very uncertain time. It was lovely being 
on yard duty in the morning, I was able to admire all 
the beautiful traditional costumes and loved seeing 
a sea of orange clad students eager to enjoy the day 
of planned activities. Orange is the colour chosen to 
represent Harmony Week; this is because                            
traditionally, orange signifies social communication 
and meaningful conversations. It also relates to the 
freedom of ideas and encouragement of mutual             
respect. During the day, our students enjoyed                
rotating through a range of different cultural                  
activities including Irish and Greek dancing,                
Bocce, Hawaiian leis making, flag making and so 
much more. The day really did demonstrate that 
everyone belongs in this diverse community of          
Australia especially right here in Mitcham Primary 
School.  

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

Tuesday night was the School Council AGM and first 
School Council meeting of our 2020 School Council. 
At the meeting, we welcomed our new members 
and elected members to office bearing positions.  

Our 2020 School Council office bearers are: 

President - Lucille Matthews 

Vice President - Heba El Hakim 

Secretary - Nasra Higgins 

Treasurer - Joel Curtis 

Approval was sought and received for our 2019                
Annual Report and the 2020 Annual Implementation 
Plan. The purpose of the Annual Report is to inform 
parents and the wider school community of the 
school’s successes, activities and achievements 
throughout the previous year, this report will shortly  
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be endorsed by the Department of Education, and 
then we will publish it on our website.  

Each year schools look closely at their priority areas 
and develop action plans to help them achieve the 
best possible outcomes for their students, this                 
becomes our Annual Implementation Plan. The               
major priority areas for Mitcham PS  in 2020 are: 

 To ensure that all students achieve optimum               
learning growth in Literacy and Numeracy. 

 To ensure levels of student and parent               
connectedness, motivation and engagement 
continue to be at a high level. 

 To provide a safe, inclusive and motivating    
environment in order that all students have a 
positive   learning   experience,   wherein  their  

 own voice and agency is valued as important 
 in their learning journey. 

 To ensure that school human resources and 
provision of physical resources and school   
organisation maximises student-learning            
outcomes at all year levels. 

The entire 2020 Annual Implementation Plan will be 
published on our website within the next week. 

I remain deeply grateful for your understanding, 
flexibility, patience and the way you are continuing 
to support each other and our school in these               
extraordinary times. I wish you all a restful weekend. 

Erin Norman 

Principal 

H APPY  B I RT HDAY!  
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ADVERTISING NOTE 

The Department of Education and Training and 

Early Childhood Development (DEECD) does 

not endorse the products or services of any  

private advertisers. No responsibility is                   

accepted by DEECD for accuracy of                         

information. 
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PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS / 3 – WAY 
CONFERENCES 

Our 3-Way Conferences have been postponed for 
the time being. We will re-schedule these at a later 
date. 

LAST DAY OF TERM 1 

Please note that on the last day of term is Friday 
27th March. School will finish at 2.30pm. 

EASTER RAFFLE 

Many thanks to Lucille Matthews for organising 
this and to all the parents who have helped with 
the wrapping of the prizes. Your efforts are really 
appreciated. The raffle will be drawn and prizes 
distributed. There a many Easter prizes which I am 
sure will be most exciting for the lucky winners. 

WHOLE SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY 

Unfortunately, we will not be holding the Cross 
Country event this term. 

AFTER SCHOOL CHESS 

Next Wednesday is the final session for this term. 
At this stage we are expecting chess will resume on 
the second week of Term 2, Wednesday 22nd April. 

If you are interested in your child doing chess after  

school next term, please let the office know. 

Term 1 has been great to see the children develop 
their skills and strategies. Well done to all who           
participated. They all demonstrated good                     
sportsmanship and improved their skills.  

SCHOOL BANKING 

There is no more school banking for Term 1.  

REMINDERS 

Icy pole Friday has finished for this term but will   
resume early Term 4 as usual. 

CURRICULUM DAYS/PUPIL FREE DAYS 

The next pupil free day will be on Thursday 16th 
April, which is in the first week of Term 4.  

Students are not required at school on this day. 
OshClub will be operating provided there are 
enough bookings. 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

This year the school photos will be taken on               
Tuesday 5th May. The company will send out packs 
to all students closer the date. 

Heather Wood 

Assistant Principal 
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DATE EVENT 

27 March Last Day Term 1: Early             
Dismissal 2.30pm 

14 April First Day Term 2 

16 April Student Free Day 

22 April Hockey Gala Day (selected 
students only) 

Earth Day 

4 May Compost Awareness Week 

5 May School Photos 

6 May Mothers Day Stall 

7 May Mothers Day Stall 

11 May District Cross Country 

Book Fair Open for Sales 

12 May Book Fair Open for Sales 

13 May Book Fair Open for Sales 

14 May Book Fair Last Day 

16 May MPS Open Day 

New Zealand Exchange 
Students Arrive 

18 May Grandparents & Special 
Person Day 

21 May Working Open Day 

24 May New Zealand Exchange 
Students Depart 

26 May Sorry Day 

27 May National Simultaneous 
Story Time 

1 June Grade 5/6 Camp Departs 

2 June Teeth on Wheels at MPS 

3 June Teeth on Wheels at MPS 

DATE EVENT 

5 June Grade 5/6 Camp Returns 

8 June Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

12 June Grade 5/6 Winter Sports 

22 June Grade 5/6 Winter Sports 

26 June Last Day Term 2 

13 July First Day Term 3 

22 July Grade 3/4 Camp Departs 

24 July Grade 3/4 Camp Returns 

22—28 August Book Week Begins 

31 August District Athletics 

4 September Grade 5/6 Summer Sports 

11 September Grade 5/6 Summer Sports 

18 September Last Day Term 3 

5 October First Day Term 4 

30 October New Zealand Exchange 
Students Depart Australia 

3 November Melb. Cup Day Holiday 

4 November Grades 3 - 6 Swimming 
Program Commences 

6 November New Zealand Exchange 
Students Return to Aus. 

22 November Grades 3 - 6 Swimming 
Program Concludes 

23 November Prep - 2 Swimming               
Program Commences 

27 November Prep - 2 Swimming           
Program Concludes 

15 December Grade 6 Graduation 

18 December Last Day Term 4 
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CSEF (CAMPS & SCHOOL EXCUSRIONS FUND) 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)       

provides payments for eligible students to attend 

activities like: 

 School camps or trips 

 Swimming and school-organised sport                 

programs 

 Outdoor education programs 

 Excursions and incursions. 

Applications for 2020 are now open and will close 

at the end of Term 2. Families holding a valid 

means-tested concession card or temporary foster 

parents are eligible to apply. 

Successful applicants will receive $125 per year for 

eligible primary school students. Payments are 

made directly to the school and are tied to the               

individual student. Most payments start from March 

onwards. 

Payments are for the application year and cannot 

be claimed for previous years. 

The CSEF payment cannot be used towards                    

voluntary school charges, books, stationery, school 

uniforms, before/after school care, music lessons, 

or formals/graduations. 

You will only need to submit an application form in 

2020 if any of the following changes have occurred: 

 Your child has started or changed schools in 

2020 or you did not apply at the same school 

in a previous year 

 Changed family circumstances: such as a 

change of custody, change of 

name, concession card number, or new                 

siblings commencing at the school in 2020. 

We are able to accept and process applications up 

until the end of term two each year. 

The  payment  system  only  allows  one application 

per student. Parents in shared custody situations 

(who both hold a concession card) must make the 

decision beforehand who applies for the CSEF at 

the school on behalf of their children. 

If you have already paid for some camp, sports or 

excursion costs up front, you have the option to 

 Allocate the payment towards remaining              

activities in 2019 

 Carry over the amount to be used on eligible 

activities in 2020 

Please note, CSEF funds cannot be directly                   

refunded to families. 

If you think you may be eligible, and are yet to             

apply, or would like more information, please see 

the information and application sheets enclosed in 

the later pages of this newsletter. Alternatively, 

contact our school office for more information. 

CENTREPAY 

Centrepay is a free bill paying service that allows 

applicable families to pay bills and other costs,               

direct from their Centrelink payments.  

Using Centrepay you can arrange regular                         

deductions from your Centrelink payment. You can 

start, change, or stop using Centrepay whenever 

you like. You can use it for your regular bills and 

other ongoing expenses, such as rent, electricity, 

phone and school fees. 

Contact the Mitcham Primary School Office, or click 

here for more information.  

COMPASS 

Have you logged into Compass yet? Compass is 

our new all-purpose communication platform for                 

families at Mitcham Primary School. Using the login 

details provided on the letter sent home, click here 

or visit: mitchamps-vic.compass.education to log in 

and familiarise yourself with the platform.  
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O SHCLUB N E W S  

Dear Mitcham OSHClub Parents, 

We wish everyone a Happy Harmony Day this Saturday.  

This week our theme has been diversity and getting 
ready for Harmony Day. Each afternoon we selected a 
different country to celebrate. We centred our activities 
and cooked a cultural meal, specific to that country. For 
example: 

 Monday, we celebrated India and served children 
Roti bread. 

 Tuesday was Mexico, we served tacos 

 Wednesday was Turkey themed, we had Turkish 
bread and dip 

 Thursday was Italy, we had pizza, one of the             
children’s favourites! 

 Friday, we celebrated Japan and therefore had 
sushi as the snack. 

Some activities we did this week included writing ‘hello’ 
in 12 different languages, creating a Harmony Week 
badge, using paint to make Harmony handprints,               
Japanese origami, Henna hand crafts, colouring in, and 
more.  

HAND WASHING 

We are constantly monitoring the children’s hand 
washing routine. We have reiterated to the children 
that they must wash their hands for 20 seconds or 
more. Some ways we have suggested this to them is by 
signing the alphabet or singing the happy birthday 
song while washing hands.  

PUPIL FREE 

Monday 23rd March is no longer a Pupil Free Day it will 
be a normal school day. We will still be running before 
and after school care as normal.  

If you have any concerns and or questions regarding 
the COVID-19 situation, please communicate this to 
our staff.  

Have a safe weekend.  

PETER RABBIT MOVIE CHALLENGE 

We will continue running the competition at Mitcham 
OSHClub till the end of next week, giving the children a 
chance to WIN a family pass to the Peter Rabbit 2   
movie. To win children will need to collect Peter Rabbit 
points. They can do this by showing staff member good 
behaviour. Winners will be announced 27th March.  
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WEEK 9: BEFORE SCHOOL CARE 

DAY ACTIVITY 

MONDAY Paper Chain Craft & Moovosity 

TUESDAY Chalk Drawing & Table Soccer 

WEDNESDAY  Egg Hunt & Children’s Choice Game 

THURSDAY Easter Colouring & Card Games 

FRIDAY  Welcome to VAC Sign & Easter Song 

WEEK 9: AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

DAY ACTIVITY 

MONDAY Rainbow Craft & Dusty Museum Game 

TUESDAY Activity Preparation for VAC & Catch 
the Bunny Game 

WEDNESDAY  Talent Show & Tennis 

THURSDAY ‘Welcome to Term 2’ Sign & Display 

FRIDAY  Easter Headband & Playground Fun 

Enrol Now: www.oshclub.com.au 

OSHClub Program Phone: 0422 097 497 

OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735 

AUTUMN VACATION CARE 

Bookings are now open for the Autumn School                   
Holidays at MITCHAM OSHCLUB. Please find the                
attached brochure outlining all the exciting activities, 
incursions and excursions on offer each day. To place 
the bookings you require please log into your account. 

BOOKING INTO OSHCLUB  

Remember, ensuring your children are booked to              
attend OSHClub helps us cater for your children’s 
needs and ensure we are compliant with national                
regulations and OSHClub policy. If you are having               
difficulty using the OSHClub online booking system, 
please call head office on 1300 395 735. Otherwise, 
you can book your child into the program on the day 
by calling or texting 0422 097 497. Program times are 
from 7.00am - 9.00am and 2.30pm - 6.30pm, bookings 
will be confirmed during these times. Please notify the                  
program if your child will be absent if you are unable 
to cancel the booking online. A courtesy phone call, 
voicemail or text will be highly appreciated and allow 
our team to focus on the children in attendance.  
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