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FROM THE PRINCIPAL THE MASKED SINGER 
MPS EDITION 

With all of us over 12 years of age 

masking up, it’s time to have a little fun. 

Can you guess the MPS staff member 

behind the mask? Click the link below 

(or visit your Compass newsfeed) to see 

our Mystery Maskers: 

MYSTERY MASKERS! 

Look closely, do you know who is who? 

Visit the below link to the Google Form 

to submit your guesses:  

SUBMIT YOUR GUESSES! 

ORIGAMI LEGEND 

As the days roll into weeks, it             

certainly appears that remote and 

flexible learning has become our new 

normal – at least for the immediate 

future. Never the less, the important 

thing is that we all remain safe, 

healthy and optimistic that life will 

return to normal as soon as possible.  

May I take this opportunity to thank 

the entire Mitcham Primary School 

community for the manner in which 

you have embarked on Remote 

Learning 2.0. It has been wonderful to 

read the numerous emails from         

families acknowledging the work of 

the staff and also how much the          

children have grown since the initial 

Remote Learning period. Most            

families also commented on how        

settled the children are and how they 

are now able to work a great deal 

more independently, which is             

fabulous to hear! Thank you all also 

for engaging so positively in our 

Three-Way Conferences, this has 

been a valuable opportunity to check 

in, celebrate achievements and reset.  

I have been asked a few times, “When 

will school return?” The short answer 

is, “I don’t know.” Hopefully the rate 

of community transmission continues 

to drop and the children will be                

allowed to return to school – fingers 

crossed that this is sooner rather than  

later.  

Please continue to keep an eye on 

Compass for updates. 

This week I have sent out, via             

Compass, links to two Parent              

Webinars, the first a presentation by 

renowned child psychologist, Michael 

C a r r - G r e g :  ‘ M a n a g i n g  t h e                             

Coronacoaster – Tips for building 

resilient families in the coronavirus 

era’. In this webinar, Dr Carr-Gregg 

provides tools and strategies for             

parents and carers to help manage 

lockdown and remote learning. 

The second offered by the eSafety 

Comminissioner: ‘eSafety’s Parent 

Guide to Popular Apps’, will explore 

and help parents understand the ins 

and outs of some currently popular 

social media /networking apps                   

children might be trying to access 

during this period of remote learning. 

For further details about both of 

these Webinars please see Compass. 

 

 

Wishing all families a lovely weekend. 

Erin Norman   

Principal 

COMPASS LOGIN 

mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/mitchamprimaryschool/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19lJd5YsJq9r7fP42PaeOOfvHQUAKv1q7/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19lJd5YsJq9r7fP42PaeOOfvHQUAKv1q7/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4Wru2tNnWoxDhBD87cM8BONRLMLgpxRG-5u9bDtiMJFj8TA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4Wru2tNnWoxDhBD87cM8BONRLMLgpxRG-5u9bDtiMJFj8TA/viewform
https://mitchamps-vic.compass.education/
https://mitchamps-vic.compass.education/


STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
Leo, Prep B: For his positive attitude 

towards learning during Prep B’s 

Google Meets.  

Alannah, Prep C: You have been a star 

in every one of our Google Meets, 

where you always wait so patiently for 

your turn to contribute. I LOVE your 

positive and 'can do' attitude that you 

have towards your learning and I'm so 

proud to see you working so hard at 

home.  

Mina, Prep D: For trying your best to 

answer questions on the Google Meet 

sessions, even when they are a little 

tricky! Thank you for always having 

such a positive attitude towards your 

learning. 

Anderson, 1/2 B: For being a fantastic 

participant in all the Google Meets and 

reading beautifully to his classmates. 

Well done superstar! 

Blake, 1/2 B: For practising the sound 

‘y’, making words and a big letter from 

craft paper.  Keep up the good work, 

Blake! - Mrs. A 

Dylan, 1/2 C: For keeping up with, and 

continuing to do, lots of reading                    

during Remote Learning. Keep it up 

Dylan!  

Arushi 1/2 C: For being highly                   

organised during Remote Learning 

and “turning in” work promptly. Her 

work continues to be of a consistently 

high standard. Congratulations Arushi!  

Makinley, 1/2 D: For doing so well on 

Google Meets with no sound! Great 

work adding letters to change words 

and super duper drawings too. That 

was fun! - Mrs A 
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STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
Anaisha, 1/2 E: Your confidence in  

performing ‘Twinkle Twinkle’ on your 

guitar was lovely to see. 

Jackson, 1/2 E: We really enjoyed your 

confident demonstration of ‘Beat Box’ 

in our morning meeting. 

Alyssa, 3/4 D: For your polite and            

caring manner. Your thoughtful                 

approaches to asking how people are, 

keeping everyone connected and             

lifting the mood are so appreciated. 

You are one of a kind, keep doing 

you! 

Johnny, 1-3 B: For your wonderfully in-

depth Premier’s Reading Challenge 

book reviews! Amazing! - Miss Prim 

Ethan, 3-6 B: For bringing a big smile 

to the google meets, and for working 

hard to stick to his daily remote               

learning schedule!  

Asher, 5/6 A: For taking responsibility 

for your own learning, being                      

motivated to get things done and              

doing your best at all times. Keep it up 

Asher!! 

Taanvi, 5/6 B: For challenging yourself 

in your learning, being motivated and 

helping others within 5/6B. Well done, 

Taanvi! :) 

Matias, 5/6 C: For a huge                               

improvement in effort and dedication 

to your learning. Kudos! 

Emily, 5/6 D: I have never been so            

impressed with you, Em! Your                     

commitment to improving yourself in 

general, not only academically, is 

something we can all learn from. I am 

very proud of you! 
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MPS SPOONVILLE 
Find yourself a wooden spoon and dig 

out those craft supplies, Spoonville is 

here! 

People around the world are creating 

Spoony People to live in Spoonville, 

little towns in parks and streets that 

are inhabited by Spoony People.         

Originating in England, the idea has 

now made it’s way to Melbourne,   

Australia, and right here at Mitcham 

Primary School!  

The idea is to help children and adults 

in the community stay positive during 

lockdown by seeing your local        

Spoonville's populations grow. If you 

live within 5km of Halliday Park, you 

can visit the MPS Spoonville on your 

daily walk and add your spoon to our 

Spoony Community! If you don’t live 

near Halliday Park, that’s okay, you 

can place your Spoony Person in your 

garden, or even create your own 

Spoonville near your house.  

Visit the links below to learn more 

about Spoonville, and have a look at 

the flyers on the following page to 

find out about our very own MPS 

Spoonville: 

SPOONVILLE WEBSITE 

SPOONVILLE VIDEO 

https://www.facebook.com/mitchamprimaryschool/
mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
https://spoonvilleinternational.com/
https://spoonvilleinternational.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTFWtNUGsn8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTFWtNUGsn8&feature=youtu.be






 

With Stage 4 Restrictions and Remote 

Learning 2.0 upon us, we’re sure many 

of us are getting back into the kitchen. 

To help you along in your quest to                           

culinary greatness, here’s a sneak peak 

of one of the many excellent recipes to 

be included in our upcoming Mitcham 

Primary Cookbook: 

 

POTATO CHEESE BALLS 

Mahad 1/2 C 
 

Ingredients: 

 5-6 Potatoes (medium size) 

 Cheese (block but into small cubes) 

 1/2 tsp. red chilli powder 

 1/2 tsp. coriander powder 

 1/2 tsp. cumin powder 

 1/2 tsp. black pepper 

 Salt (to taste) 

 1 egg (whole, beaten) 

 100g breadcrumbs 

 Oil (for frying)  

Method: 

1. First, boil the potatoes. Then, in a 

bowl add boiled potatoes and 

mash.  

2. Add salt, red chilli powder, black 

pepper, cumin powder, and                 

coriander powder and mix well.  

3. Take scoop of potato mixture in 

your hand, add a small block of 

cheese, and roll it to make a ball 

shape.  

4. Dip the potato cheese ball in the 

beaten egg and then roll it in the 

breadcrumbs. 

5. Leave for 5 to 10 minutes, then 

deep fry until golden brown. 

6. Serve hot! 

 

Look out for another recipe in our 

next newsletter. To see our previous 

recipe, click the link below to read 

SPELLING SUPERSTAR 

PREVIOUS RECIPE  

The following is a letter, written by 

Summer in 3/4 A for a spelling task 

showing off her use of plenty of ‘QU’ 

words.  

 

Dear Miss Barkley, 

You are an amazing teacher and I love 

the way you teach. 

You could make a squad about the best 

teachers. 

Or a play and you could make a quirky 

voice.  

And I have a question for you, how 

long have you taught for?   

Thank you for teaching me how to 

equip myself  for home schooling.  

We may not be the quietest class but 

we still can learn because you’re there 

for us. 

You are the best teacher in the school 

but I tell the rest you are all equally the 

best. 

Next time we will try to be more quiet. 

If you are sick or queasy you can always 

count on the class to help you out . 

Oh and just so you know, I like aqua. 

You and Mrs bates are both the most 

equal best teachers ever. 

By Summer 3/4 A 
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MITCHAM PRIMARY COOKBOOK 

SUPER SPELLER 

https://bde6616f-4ffb-419e-8f28-12a92ec3c44c.filesusr.com/ugd/b53030_de8455d31a0e451fa96ebdf97ff5b071.pdf
https://bde6616f-4ffb-419e-8f28-12a92ec3c44c.filesusr.com/ugd/b53030_de8455d31a0e451fa96ebdf97ff5b071.pdf
mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/mitchamprimaryschool/


PAST STUDENT SUPPORT 
This week I had a call from a student 

who was at Mitcham when I first came 

here as the Assistant Principal. He is 

now 22 and completing an Honours 

Degree in Psychology at Monash             

University. It is always great to hear 

how our students have gone after           

leaving us.  

Joseph approached me to see if we 

could promote a survey they are              

conducting as part of his Honours         

Research Project, in hope that some of 

the parents (and teachers) in our         

community could complete it. The link 

is below, and we have included a flyer 

on the next page regarding the survey. 

Below is the information Joseph                 

provided about the purpose and aim 

of the research, and the outcomes they 

would like to achieve: 

“The survey is aimed at understanding 

community attitudes towards the            

acceptability of brain health and               

lifestyle medicine activities such as                 

exercise, sleep, and diet to enhance 

their brain health (approved by 

Monash Human Research Ethics               

Committee, #24793).  

We plan to use this data to shape how 

we develop new science-based lifestyle 

programs for better brain health, how 

we can encourage engagement in the 

community, and how we can work with 

the medical system to bring them into 

routine health care.  

It would be great to hear what the          

parents and teachers think.” 
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BUDDING AUTHOR 
The following is a story written by 

Henry in 3/4 A. In which he shows off 

his use of adverbs and adjectives in 

this brilliantly descriptive piece of 

writing. 

 

THE GREAT ZOO ESCAPE 

It was one normal day at the Central 

Park Zoo. There were a lot of people 

there having a look at all the amazing 

animals. But the elephant Emily,         

monkey Mike, butterfly Bingo and 

zebra Zig wanted to escape because 

they all madly hated staying in their 

cages and sadly missed the wild and 

their families and friends. 

When night fell and the zookeepers 

were sleeping deeply, the animals 

started their escape plan. Monkey 

Mike collected some tree sticks that 

were lying in his enclosure and dug a 

hole out of his enclosure. Then he 

sneakily stole the key from the zoo 

keeper  and opened the cages to the 

rest of the animals. Then they quickly 

ran to the front gate of the zoo and 

escaped to the big city of New York. 

There were few cars in the street and 

the whole city was quiet and 

dark.  The animals ran as fast as they 

could. They felt scared but they also 

felt excited because they were going 

back home. At the zoo, the zoo              

keepers woke up to do their night 

patrol then they surprisingly noticed 

that the animals had disappeared 

with the gate door open. They then 

quickly called the NYPD and told 

them that there were runaway                 

animals    in    the    city.    The  NYPD  

patrolled the city to search for the 

animals. The animals heard the sharp 

sirens. Monkey Mike kept calm and 

told the others, “lets hide in that dark 

alleyway and keep quiet.” The other 

animals followed his instructions and 

quickly found the spots to hide. Then 

the NYPD could not detect the traces 

of the animals.So they had to give up 

the searching and left. The animals 

continued their journey.  

When the sun rose up , they finally 

reached the forest where they had 

lived for many years. They were so 

excited and hugged each other to 

celebrate the successful escape. But it 

was time to say goodbye to each         

other. After that they went to their 

own home and   started a new life full 

of freedom and happiness.   

By Henry 3/4 A 

COMPLETE THE SURVEY 

WANT TO SHARE? 
Want to add to MPS Connections?  

We’re asking for you to email us 

uplifting and positive snippets of 

information, short articles, and         

photos that capture the wonderful 

things happening in our                       

community at this unique time, 

during our time at home.  

You can email these to your  class-

room teacher, or to our school 

email   address at: 

mitcham.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/mitchamprimaryschool/
https://monash.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ahKsbGoRvbgfSM5
https://monash.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ahKsbGoRvbgfSM5
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Our School Captains, Scarlett, Amber, 

Andrew and Matthew are sharing how 

they have been keeping busy, staying 

in-touch, and enjoying some                   

recreation and relaxation time during 

the current lockdown.  

The Department of Education and 

Training and Early Childhood                     

Development (DEECD) does not                  

endorse the products or services of 

any private advertisers. No                          

responsibility is accepted by DEECD 

for accuracy of  information. 

Now that we’re in Round 2 of Remote 

Learning, lots of Mitcham Primary 

School students have had their head 

buried in a book! If you have read a 

great book lately, and want to tell us 

about it, you can send us a book    

review by visiting the Library Page on 

our Remote Learning Site, or click 

below:  

Read this review by Amna in 3/4 A: 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Title: Ella Diaries: Ballet Backflip  

Author: Meredith Costain 

What’s it about?: This book is about 

two BFFs (Best Friends Forever). One 

likes Ballet, and one likes Gymnastics.   

Why do you think it’s great? I like this 

book because it is a chapter book, 

but it is written in diary form. It is like 

a real diary!  

Review By: Amna 3/4 A 

Amna’s Book Review will be                   

published on the Library Page of our 

School Website.  

 

 

MPS BOOK WORMS 

WRITE A BOOK REVIEW HERE! 

CLICK HERE TO SEE IT  

ADVERTISING NOTE 
With all of this reading at home, you 

may have found yourself out of 

books. If you're searching for a story 

fix, be sure to access Story Box            

Library, and take a look at some of 

the resources on the Audio Book 

page of our Remote Learning Site.  

LIBRARY RESOURCES! 

As a member of the Mitcham                       

Primary School Community, you get 

free access to Story Box Library to 

enjoy a huge database of stories 

read aloud by authors, illustrators, 

actors, comedians and other                   

performers. Our login details are:  

Username: Mitcham Primary School 

Password: MPS 

REMOTE LEARNING LEGEND 

CLICK HERE TO LOG IN 

CAPTAINS’ MESSAGE! 
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LIBRARY RESOURCES 

STORYBOX LIBRARY FROM OUR CAPTAINS 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1057lt3xCDaFGgw9KnE2KIAN9RFtqA9cL2zK9kNgU3e0/edit#response=ACYDBNgWR5VZ1o7iWYJcIhnmXsmVT_9d4OG4nyuroThDD8OuXVbWue4cXZYYr5Znj-eEq64
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScDBBYPwvfdlFv00pMIwGJVTVtwcx_y5pOFVG85GSx_PZ0qKg/viewform
https://www.mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au/mitcham-primary-library
https://sites.google.com/mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au/mpshomelearning/library
https://sites.google.com/mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au/mpshomelearning/library
https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/login
https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/login
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FrDnej5LfmCcdUDPTMC09VM_xGe6ZFVz/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FrDnej5LfmCcdUDPTMC09VM_xGe6ZFVz/view
mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/mitchamprimaryschool/


VICTORIAN PREMIERS  
READING CHALLENGE 

Year after year, the Premiers’ Reading 

Challenge continues to inspire more 

children to read, helping to build          

essential literacy skills that support 

their education.  

The PRC is not a competition; but a 

personal challenge for children to 

read a set number of books by 18                      

September, 2020. 

Mitcham Primary School has partaken 

in the challenge for many years. This 

year, we have made the shift to giving 

families access to the Premiers’                    

Reading Challenge online portal. If 

you’re ready to get involved, simply                  

complete the below form to request 

your child/children’s login details and 

we will email them to you.  

Children from Prep to Year 2 are               

encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 

books with their parents and/or                 

teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 

10 are challenged to read 15 books. 

  

All children who meet the Challenge 

by 18 September, will receive a                   

certificate of achievement digitally 

signed by the Victorian Premier,               

D a n i e l  A n d r e w s . 

 

All links and information surrounding 

the Premiers’ Reading Challenge are 

accessible from the Library page of 

our Remote Learning Site, see below:  

REQUEST YOUR PASSWORD  

PRC PAGE  

With the pause of the  School Banking 

Program we acknowledge that                

students were unable to make                  

deposits in the usual way and                    

therefore missed out on receiving                  

tokens for their deposits. During this 

time, parents may have transferred 

deposits directly, or even made                     

deposits at local branches. To                        

recognise their efforts, we have                  

decided to give active School Banking                   

students an ex-gratia reward item. This 

means that any student bankers who 

completed a deposit in Term 1 will be 

eligible to receive a reward! When 

we’re finally back to school keep an 

eye out for these rewards coming your 

way! 

In the meantime, here are some handy 

online resources for parents who wish 

to maintain momentum with their 

child’s financial education:  

Start Smart: these resources have been 

created to improve children’s money 

management skills, and is aligned to 

the Australian Curriculum and the                 

National Consumer Financial Literacy 

Framework.  

The Beanstalk: offers videos and fun 

activities for children to learn about 

money. 

As we learn and work from home, keep 

up the great work saving those                 

valuable dollars! 

SCHOOL BANKING 

START SMART 

THE BEANSTALK 

2021 ENROLMENTS 
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If you have children starting Prep next 

year, we encourage you to complete 

an enrolment form, these are                   

available from the Prep & Transition 

page of our website or by clicking the 

link below:  

 

 

Hoping for a school tour first?                 

Unfortunately we are unable to hold 

on site school tours at the moment, 

however, please enjoy a virtual tour, 

available from the homepage of our 

website and Facebook newsfeed, or 

clicking below:  

PREP ENROLMENT 

VIRTUAL TOUR  

IMPORTANT DATES 
DATE EVENT 

21 AUGUST SPOONVILLE IS HERE! 

25 AUGUST MICHAEL CARR-GREGG 

FREE WEBINAR 7.30PM 

8, 9, 10 SEPT.  ESAFETY WEBINARS 

18 SEPTEMBER LAST DAY TERM 3 

PREMIERS READING 

CHALLENGE LAST DAY 

5 OCTOBER FIRST DAY TERM 4 

17 - 23 OCT. BOOK WEEK 

3 NOVEMBER PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

18 DECEMBER LAST DAY TERM 4 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4TGXG6PPmPYidMC1GFKpbXhaREn7VaCXZIjJr7gOD1zH2jg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4TGXG6PPmPYidMC1GFKpbXhaREn7VaCXZIjJr7gOD1zH2jg/viewform
https://sites.google.com/mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au/mpshomelearning/library/premiers-reading-challenge
https://sites.google.com/mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au/mpshomelearning/library/premiers-reading-challenge
https://www.startsmart.com.au/teacher-resources/primary-resources/
https://www.startsmart.com.au/teacher-resources/primary-resources/
https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/can/teaching-kids-about-money.html?ei=tl_visit-beanstalk
https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/can/teaching-kids-about-money.html?ei=tl_visit-beanstalk
https://www.facebook.com/mitchamprimaryschool/
mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
https://bde6616f-4ffb-419e-8f28-12a92ec3c44c.filesusr.com/ugd/b53030_82ea0d7885614a7d8ef1eb3d52068359.pdf
https://bde6616f-4ffb-419e-8f28-12a92ec3c44c.filesusr.com/ugd/b53030_82ea0d7885614a7d8ef1eb3d52068359.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=347870949514158
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=347870949514158

