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MAR 14 WORKING BEE 

MAR 16 1/2 HISTORY BOX INC. 

MAR 17 PARENT HELP TRAIN. 

MAR 22 PUPIL FREE DAY 

MAR 25 HARMONY DAY 

MAR 26 KABOOM INCURSION 

MAR 26 FREE DRESS DAY - 

BRING EASTER EGG 

APR 1    CROSS COUNTRY  

APR 1    LAST DAY TERM 1: 

2.30PM FINISH 

APR 19  FIRST DAY TERM 2 

MAY 10 DISTRICT X-COUNTRY 

MAY 11 NAPLAN BEGINS 

MAY 13 NAPLAN ENDS 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E  
 FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

 IMPORTANT NEWS & INFORMATION 

 CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 

 ACTION AT ATHLETICS 

 OSHCLUB NEWS 

 … AND MORE 

VA LU E  O F  T H E  
M O N T H  

PAT I E N C E  
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F R O M  T H E  P R I N C I PA L ’ S  D E S K  

CLASS CHATS 

At the beginning of each school year I enjoy meeting 
individually with each classroom teacher for a ‘Class 
Chat’, in these meetings we discuss the learning needs 
of the students in their class, I have been struck by the 
depth of knowledge each classroom teacher already 
has about each of their individual students, their         
learning needs and their personal interests, and so               
impressed by the goals they have set for each child to 
meet the next steps in their learning.  

CYCLE 2’S “LONG BLACK STRIP” 

Another part of my job 
that brings me great           
enjoyment is spending 
time in the classroom,     
participating in  lessons 
with the students. On 
Wednesday I visited the 
Montessori 1-3 C class-
room and was able to be a 
part of a lesson given each 
year in the first few weeks 
of Cycle 2, Montessori’s 
“Long Black Strip'' lesson. 

The lesson is designed to 
give learners perspective 
on how recently, in Earth’s 
timeline, humans entered 
the scene. 1-3C’s teacher, 
Judith, slowly unrolled a 
long expanse of black          
fabric representing the 
number of years since 
Earth’s creation.  

As Judith walked and            
unrolled the fabric, she 
slowly talked about how 
the darkness that came after the creation of the                   
universe went on for a long, long time, and then how it 
rained and volcanoes erupted again and again for a 
long, long time. On the tip of the unspooled fabric was 
a single coloured strip of fabric that represented the 
number of years humans have lived on Earth. I was so 
impressed  about the  thoughts  students shared about  
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the role of humanity in the universe. The lesson was 
one not only of history, but also of humility and awe.  

CATCH UP TUTOR LEARNING INITIATIVE 

We know remote learning last year was different for 
every child. While some students thrived, some did not 
fully engage. For most students, our regular                           
high-quality teaching, along with our extra-curricular 
programs, will be enough for them to progress to the 
expected level of learning in 2021. Some students will 
benefit from additional intensive learning support. 

As you may be aware, in response to this, the Victorian 
Government is investing $250 million in the Tutor 
Learning Initiative to enable schools across Victoria to 
engage around 4100 teachers as tutors in 2021 to               
support students who need additional assistance with 
their learning. Schools will determine how this                           
initiative is best implemented for their students and 
will ensure students will get this support in a way that 
minimises disruptions to other learning of school                   
activities. 

At MPS we have been looking at data from last year 
and identified students who need support. These                
students range from those who did not progress, or            
only progressed six months and are below standard to 
those who are above standard but still did not progress 
or only progressed six months. Students who did make 
12 months progress but are still behind are also being 
supported, however the Tutor program is only                            
intended for those who did not progress the 12 
months.  

We have appointed three teachers as tutors under the 
Tutor Learning Initiative, Sandy Stuart, Erena Cain and 
Renee Patel, all three teachers are all well known to 
MPS students and staff and have worked at MPS in 
many different teaching roles for many years. This 
week, our tutors began meeting their students and 
conducting initial assessments and interviews. The              
initiative will continue right through until October of 
this year with students moving in and out of the                   
tutoring groups as required by their learning needs.  If 
your child is going to be involved, the classroom              
teacher will notify you and keep you up to date with 
progress made. 
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VISION & VALUES FORM 

F R O M  T H E  P R I N C I PA L ’ S  D E S K  
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BREAKFAST CLUB  

Breakfast Club has quickly become a much loved                
routine at MPS. Our School Breakfast Club runs two 
mornings each week, Wednesday and Thursday                
mornings at 8.00 a.m. (children are welcome to attend 
on both mornings). If you would like your child to 
attend and you have not yet completed a permission 
slip it is available on Compass, please complete the 
form and have your child return it to their teacher. If 
you have already completed the form, there is no need 
to complete it again.  Students attending Breakfast 
Club are to meet at the Bowling Green Lane pedestrian 
entrance at 8:00 a.m. Please note that food is not 
served after 8:20 a.m.  

On Thursday this week we 
were very excited to                  
welcome the State                             
Government Member for                     
Ringwood, Mr Dustin Halse, 
and Kerrin and Sean from 
Foodbank to observe our 
Breakfast Club in action and 
experience the fabulous 
Mitcham Primary School            
community spirit.  

MITCHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION AND VALUES 

We are updating the vision and values of Mitcham            
Primary     School    to    better     reflect     our   current                          

community. We have already consulted and surveyed 
the MPS students and staff and now we would love 
feedback from our parents and carers, about what you 
think we should incorporate into our revised school 
vision and values. If you would like to provide your 
thoughts and ideas on the vision and values please 
complete the survey available here:   

 

 

(https://forms.gle/J4jDz6VHSEz4UYpu5)  

Please submit your form before Tuesday 16th March. 

Wishing all families, a restful weekend. 

Erin Norman 

Principal 

EASTER RAFFLE 

We are excited to be running the Annual Easter 
Raffle to help raise much needed funds for our             
awesome school! There will be 60+ Easter egg/
themed prizes to be won 

Raffle tickets have been sent home with students, 
and are to be sold for $1 each. The ticket stubs and 
money are due back at school by Friday 26th March.  
Please make sure you send all sold tickets back to 
school with all details filled in, and in a sealed                   
envelope with the relevant money.  

KEY DATES TO REMEMBER: 

DATE EVENT 

5-26 March Sell your raffle tickets! 

26 March Raffle ticket stubs & money due 

26 March Free dress day—bring an egg to            
donate to the prize pool 

29 March Top 3 prizes drawn & announced 

30 March Minor prizes distributed 

https://forms.gle/J4jDz6VHSEz4UYpu5
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ADVERTISING NOTE: The Department of Education 
and    Training    and    Early    Childhood                               
Development (DEECD) does not endorse the                    
products or services of any private advertisers. No                              
responsibility is accepted by DEECD for accuracy of 
information. 

I M P O R TA N T  DAT E S  
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DATE EVENT 

14 March Working Bee 

16 March 1/2 History Box Incursion 

3-6 Ed Tech Commences 

19 March Bullying, No Way Day 

22 March No Students at School 

25 March Harmony Day 

26 March Kaboom Percussion Incursion 

Easter Raffle Ticket Stubs &           

Money Due 

Free Dress Day - Bring an Easter 

Egg Donation 

29 March Top 3 Easter Raffle Prizes Drawn 

at Assembly 

30 March Minor Easter Raffle Prizes                

Distributed 

1 April Cross Country 

Last Day Term 1 - 2.30pm Finish 

19 April First Day Term 2 

26 April Public Holiday 

10 May District Cross Country 

11 - 13 May NAPLAN  

14 - 21 May Robotics Incursion 

18 May School Photos 

19 May National Simultaneous Storytime 

4 June 5/6 Interschool Sport 

14 June Public Holiday 

18 June 5/6 Interschool Sport 

25 June Last Day Term 2 - 2.30pm Finish 

DATE EVENT 

12 July First Day Term 3 

21 - 27 August Book Week 

3 September 5/6 Interschool Sport 

14 September 5/6 Interschool Sport 

17 September Last Day Term 3 - 2.30pm 

4 October First Day Term 4 

2 November Public Holiday 

3 November 3 - 6 Swimming Starts 

12 November 3 - 6 Swimming Ends 

15 November Prep - 2 Swimming Starts 

26 November Prep - 2 Swimming Ends 

17 December Last Day Term 4 
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C L E A N  U P  A U S T R A L I A  DAY  
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On Thursday 4th March the Grade 3-6’s Sustainability Monitors went to Halliday Park to collect rubbish as part of Clean 

Up Australia Day. The children were very surprised to find so much rubbish this year. Most of the rubbish was from                 

parties held at the park. There were many popped balloons, straws, bottles, plastic confetti and other items. We hope 

that everyone is more mindful at the park and that people use the bins and clean up properly. A big thank you to the 

parents who helped on the day.  
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F R O M  T H E  M I T C H A M  P R I M A RY  O F F I C E  
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CSEF (CAMPS & SCHOOL EXCUSRIONS FUND) 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)       
provides payments for eligible students to attend               
activities like: 

 School camps or trips 

 Swimming and school-organised sport                 
programs 

 Outdoor education programs 

 Excursions and incursions. 

Applications for 2021 are now open and will close at 
the end of Term 2. Families holding a valid                       
means-tested concession card or temporary foster 
parents are eligible to apply. 

Successful applicants will receive $125 per year for 
eligible primary school students. Payments are made 
directly to the school and are tied to the  individual 
student. Most payments start from March onwards. 

Payments are for the application year and cannot be 
claimed for previous years. 

The CSEF payment cannot be used towards                    
voluntary school charges, books, stationery, school 
uniforms, before/after school care, music lessons, or 
formals/graduations. 

You will only need to submit an application form in 
2021 if any of the following changes have occurred: 

 Your child has started or changed schools in 
2021 or you did not apply at the same school in 
a previous year 

 Changed family circumstances: such as a 
change of custody, change of name, concession 
card number, or new siblings commencing at 
the school in 2021. 

We are able to accept and process applications up 
until the end of term two each year. 

The  payment  system  only  allows  one application 

per student. Parents in shared custody situations 

(who both hold a concession card) must make the 

decision beforehand who applies for the CSEF at the 

school on behalf of their children. 

If you have already paid for some camp, sports or                

excursion costs up front, you have the option to 

 Allocate the payment towards remaining              

activities in 2020 

 Carry over the amount to be used on eligible               

activities in 2021 

Please note, CSEF funds cannot be directly                   

refunded to families. 

If you think you may be eligible, and are yet to             

apply, or would like more information, please see the 

information and application sheets enclosed in the later 

pages of this newsletter. Alternatively, contact our 

school office for more information. 

CENTREPAY 

Centrepay is a free bill paying service that allows                      

applicable families to pay bills and other costs, direct 

from their Centrelink payments.  

Using Centrepay you can arrange regular                         

deductions from your Centrelink payment. You can 

start, change, or stop using Centrepay whenever you 

like. You can use it for your regular bills and other ongo-

ing expenses, such as rent, electricity, phone and school 

fees. 

Contact the Mitcham Primary School Office, or click 

here for more information.  

COMPASS 

Have you logged into Compass yet? Compass is our                 

all-purpose communication platform for families at 

Mitcham Primary School. Using the login details               

provided on the letter sent home, click here or visit: 

mitchamps-vic.compass.education to log in and                      

familiarise yourself with the platform.  
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A  G L A N C E  I N TO  B R E A K FA S T  C LU B  
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O S H C LU B  N E W S  
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING 

Celebrating wildlife day, international women’s day 
and Welcoming autumn.  

This week we celebrated Wildlife Day and the children 
created a giraffe using paper and glue. They also                
created different animals of their choice using their 
handprints.  

We also welcomed autumn by creating paint trees               
using autumn colours as well as making different types 
of leaves. The children also created girl paper chains to 
celebrate international women's day. We were also 
lucky enough to get a visit from Bu Glenda, and baby 
Zakk.  

Moovosity has been going great and a lot of kids are 
enjoying and participating in all the activities that are 
run, it is a great way for children to stay active while 
still having fun.  

We have also started to plan a bird watching club, the 
kids are very excited about it. We will be running it 
every Tuesday in Term 2 and children use their bird 
book to record what they have seen.  

UPCOMING DATES 

22nd March – Pupil free day  

24th March – Party for being national winners  

6th April – Vacation care  

 POLICY CORNER 

4.3 Delivery & Collection of Children Policy 

Non-Arrival of Children  

This procedure must be implemented when a child is 
booked into After School Care and does not arrive at 
the Service. 

When a child does not arrive at the After School Care 
session within 10 minutes of 3:15PM, these steps will 
be followed:  

1. Within 5-10 minutes after school finishes:            
Contact the school office to enquire whether the 
child was at school on the day and / or went 
home sick. 

2. Within 5 - 10 minutes after school finishes: An 
educator is required to search the licensed area 
and school grounds for the child. A head count is 
required. 

3. Within 10-15 minutes after school finishes: If 
the child cannot be located on the Coordinator 
or responsible person is to contact the parent 
and/or guardian to enquire about the child’s                
whereabouts. 

4. Within 15-20 minutes after school finishes: If 
parents/guardians cannot be contacted via 
phone or text, contact emergency numbers 
listed on the enrolment record until contact is 
made and the child is located. An educator to 
check with the school office for any further              
details. 

REMEMBER... 

All families must be enrolled to attend the program, 
remember this is Free!! Please create an account 
online at www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and              
cancellations can also be managed via your online              
account. For on the day bookings please contact the 
Coordinator direct at the program. 

Ensuring your children are booked to attend OSHClub 
helps us to cater for your children’s needs and ensure 
we are compliant with national regulations and                 
OSHClub  policy.  If  you  are having difficulty using the  
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NOTE: The Tirana street car park gate and the                          
pedestrian gate will remain closed all the time. If you 
are dropping or picking up your child from OSHclub 
please call us on 0422 097 497 and Oshclub staff               
member will escort child to  from the gate to the OSH 
building and vice a versa. 

BOOKING POLICY FOR BSC AND ASC SESSIONS 

Parents will not be able to book in within 24 hours of a 
session as the booking system is locked 24 hours                 
before the sessions commencement time. Parents can 
book or cancel their child’s attendance on the day by 
calling or texting 0422 097 497.  

A late booking fee of $4 will automatically be charged 
when a booking is made at short notice (0-24 hrs ahead 
of the start time of the session).  

When a child is booked into a session, but does not 
attend, and there has been no notification that they 
will be absent, a $5 ‘no-show’ fee will be incurred. A 
’no show’ creates additional work for the educators as 
they must confirm whether a child is legitimately                 
absent.   

Our cancellation policy is 48 hours before the session 
commences. Cancellations within 48 hours will incur 
full fee. 

Enrol Now: www.oshclub.com.au 

OSHClub Program Phone: 0422 097 497 

OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735 

O S H C LU B  N E W S :  C O N T I N U E D  
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OSHClub online booking system, please call head office 
on: 1300 395 735.  

Otherwise, you can book your child into the program 
on the day by calling or texting:  0422 097 497. 

Program times are from 7.00 am - 9.00 am and 
2:30pm—6:30pm, bookings will be confirmed during 
these times. Please notify the program if your child will 
be absent if you are unable to cancel the booking 
online. A courtesy phone call, voicemail or text will be 
highly appreciated and allow our team to focus on the 
children in  attendance.  

BEING SUNSMART 

A kind reminder that we are following our Sun Smart 
policy according to UV level index. So, please remem-
ber to provide a hat for your child. We supply Coles’                  
branded  50+  protection  sunscreen  here  at  the                    
service, however, if your child has specific sunscreen 
needs, we encourage parents to either leave some with 
us at the program or ensure that children have some in 
their bags. 

COVID-19 PROCEDURES 

We are constantly monitoring the children’s hand                   
washing routine. We have reiterated to the children 
that they must wash their hands for 20 seconds or 
more. If you have any concerns and or questions                   
regarding the COVID-19 situation, please communicate 
this to our staff.  
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O S H C LU B  N E W S :  P U P I L  F R E E  DAY  
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PUPIL FREE DAY: MONDAY 22 MARCH 

We are pleased to inform you that a Pupil Free Day 
has been confirmed at Mitcham PSHClub and will be 
running on Monday 22 March.  

The session will run all day from 7.00am - 6.30pm at 
the cost of $65.00 (before any applicable Child Care 
Subsidy). 

Many families are eligible for the Child Care Subsidy 
(CCS), which reduces the out of pocket cost of outside 
school hours care. To establish what level of  CCS you 
may be entitled to, please contact the Centrelink  
Family Assistance Office on 13 61 50. 

HOW TO BOOK 

Please log in to your account online at: 

www.oshclub.com.au 

...and book in under the Pupil Free Day Room. 

Please note that bookings can not be 
made online within 5 days of the session commencing. 
In order to book within this period, you will need to 
contact the Mitcham OSHClub service directly. The             
service’s phone number is 0422 097 497, and can be 
found by visiting our website and searching for the  
service. 

WHAT HAPPENS? 

We provide fun activities for all ages including arts 
and craft, games, sports, drama, board games, dress 
ups and fun with friends. 

WHAT TO BRING 

Please bring morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea. 
Make sure your children wear/bring appropriate              
footwear and clothing, including a hat. 

PUPIL FREE DAY: 7.00 AM - 6.30 PM 

Monday 22 March, 2021 

FULL FEE 

(Before any applicable Child 

Care Subsidy) 

 

$65.00 

FURTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 Seven (7) days' notice is require for cancellation 
of the Pupil Free Day, to ensure you will not             
incur out of pocket costs.   

 A $4 late booking fee applies for bookings made 
within 5 days of the session commencing. 

 All regular Before and After School Care                   
bookings have been removed. 

If you need assistance, please contact us on:                     
0422 097 497 

Enrol Now: www.oshclub.com.au 

OSHClub Program Phone: 0422 097 497 

OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735 
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