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DEC 11      1/2 HAPPY DAY 

DEC 11      PREP 100 DAYS  

DEC 11      3/4 CAMP DAY  

DEC 15      GRADE 6                    

         GRADUATION DAY 

DEC 17      GR. 6 BIG DAY OUT 

DEC 17      LAST DAY TERM 4 

DEC 18      PUPIL FREE DAY 

DEC 18      LAST DAY TERM 4 

JAN 28      FIRST DAY TERM 1 

APRIL 1    LAST DAY TERM 1 

APRIL 19  FIRST DAY TERM 2 

JUNE 25   LAST DAY TERM 2 

JULY 12    FIRST DAY TERM 3 

SEPT 17    LAST DAY TERM 3 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E  
 FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

 MITCHAM PRIMARY COOKBOOK RECIPE 

 FROM THE MITCHAM PRIMARY LIBRARY 

 SNAPSHOTS OF MITCHAM MATES DAY 

 OSHCLUB NEWS 

 … AND MORE 

VA LU E  O F  T H E  
M O N T H  

R E S I L I E N C E  
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F R O M  T H E  P R I N C I PA L ’ S  D E S K  

TRANSITION PROGRAM 

What a terrific week! 

Our third Whole School Mainstream Transition Session 
was held on Monday and our students Transitioned 
with confidence and excitement. Confidence,                         
excitement and a little nervousness was also                         
experienced by our graduating year 6 students as many 
of them headed off on Tuesday to their 2021 Schools 
for the Year 7 Public School Transition Day. While our 
Graduates were out we welcomed our 2021 Grade 
Prep students for a very special ‘Meet Your Class’ 
morning, their enthusiasm and eagerness to start 
school was incredible! On Monday next week, all of 
our students from Grade Prep - Grade 5 will take part 
in our ‘Moving Up’ morning, during this time students 
will meet their 2021 classmates and classroom                  
teachers. Many hours of work have gone into ensuring 
all our students are placed into a learning environment 
that will support their individual learning needs.  

MITCHAM MATES 

Wednesday saw the launch of our new vertical team 
Wellbeing program ‘Mitcham Mates’,  Mitcham Mates 
is a wellbeing program where students are grouped 
into vertical teams based on their house. Each group 
has students from P-6 in it and provides an opportunity 
for students to build connections with others from all 
over  the  school.  These  groups  also  give  students an  
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opportunity to build relationships with other teachers 
within the school. Wednesday's activities included               
tabloid sports and getting to know you activities.                   
Students also discussed the importance of school-wide 
values; what they think the values of Mitcham Primary 
School are and if our existing school values need to be 
improved to reflect changes in the world and our 
school community. The students’ thoughts and reasons 
for their recommendations were so well considered, 
we were so impressed by the seriousness that our               
students approached this task with and there                             
understanding of the importance of their student voice 
in reshaping our school values.  

This project will continue in 2021, with the opportunity 
to contribute to the redesign of our school values               
being extended to our parents and staff also. Mitcham 
Mates will become a regular occurrence next year.  

FANTASTIC FRIDAY 

Today we have had exciting events occurring all across 
the school, our current Grade Preps have celebrated 
100 days of being on-site for school. Grade 1/2                      
students have celebrated their year with ‘Happy Day,’ 
a day filled with games and fun. Grade 3/4 students 
across the school have celebrated the end of the year 
with a day filled with Camp activities. Our graduating 
Grade 6 Montessori Stream students have enjoyed an 
opportunity to revisit some of the materials and                      
experiences of their time in Cycle 1 (their pre-school 
years). Our staff have put lots of thought and energy 
into these activities, with the aim being to bring                  
positive   closure  to  a   very  challenging   year  and  to                
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celebrate the resilience and the connectedness that 
our students have maintained this year. 

Our Grade 5/6 students’ end of year celebrations will 
continue into the last week of school with tabloid 
sports, a pizza lunch, a little surprise activity, and                 
especially for our Grade 6 students, Graduation Day on 
Tuesday 15th and their Big Day Out excursion to Fun 
Fields next Thursday 17th December.    

2021 TEACHING TEAMS 

 Prep / Foundation Team: Emma Bates (Prep                          
Co-ordinator), Jayne Koth and Ashlee Holzer. 

 Year 1/2 Team: Kate Medcalf (Year 1/2                          
Co-ordinator), Deb Williamson (Learning                      
Specialist and Junior School Co-ordinator), Anika 
Harris and Isaac Delany. We are in the process of 
appointing the fifth Year 1/2 teacher and hope to 
make this announcement very soon. 

 Year 3/4 Team: Donna Johnston (Year 3/4                   
Co-ordinator), Tara Buckle, Kathy Lawson and 
Sam Barkley. 

 Year 5/6 Team: Netanel Koles (Year 5/6                      
Co-ordinator), Francine Cirillo, Stephanie                     
Gerostathos and Lauren Cerra. 

 Montessori Cycle 2: Marina Rich, Judith                      
Sivasubramaniam, and Val Berardini. 

 Montessori Cycle 3: Judith Ryall (Montessori             
Co-ordinator) and Sandy Kaye. 

 Our Specialist Team: EAL: Michelle Dybing; PE: 
Laura Ellis; Art: Shea McFarland; Indonesian:   
Emily Chong (Grade Prep - 2) and Kate                           
Xenophontos (Grade 3-6); Performing Arts:               
Caitlin Kolokathis. 

LAST DAY OF TERM 4 

The last day of Term 4 is Thursday 17th December.  
Students will be dismissed at 3:15pm. 

Wishing all families a lovely weekend. 

Erin Norman 

Principal 

MITCHAM PRIMARY COOKBOOK 

Our Mitcham Primary Cookbook is finally here and 

we are so excited to try out the wonderful recipes 

that have been shared by our community.  

However, unfortunately one of our fabulous recipes 

managed to slip through the cracks and didn’t make 

it into the cookbooks we received. It’s a fantastic 

recipe, so we encourage you to print out this page, 

cut out the recipe and place it in the notes section of 

your Mitcham Primary Cookbook. 

HOMEMADE PEANUT BUTTER 

Oscar Reid 1-3A 

Ingredients: 

 1kg Peanuts (with skin) 

 180mL oil  

 1 tsp salt 

Method: 

 Roast peanuts in oven at 180C for                       

25-30mins or until light brown. 

 After cooling, put peanuts in food                         

processor with salt and oil, process until 

smooth. 
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WATCH THE FILM NOW! 

F R O M  T H E  M I T C H A M  P R I M A RY  L I B R A RY  

FINAL BOOK WEEK CELEBRATIONS 

With our Book Week celebrations taking place way back 
in Week 3 of this Term, this week we were absolutely 
ecstatic to finally award the winners of our Story Writing 
and Film Making Competitions their very well deserved 
medals.  
 

Film Competition Winner 

Henry 3/4 A 

Congratulations to Henry of 3/4 A! Henry created an  
absolutely eye-catching and engaging Book Trailer                
promoting one of his favourite Geronimo Stilton Books.  

To watch Henry’s book trailer, make sure you’re signed 
into your child’s Mitcham Primary School Google                 
account and click the link below: 
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Well done Henry! You’re a future film Director in the 

making, we look forward to seeing your next big hit! 

Story Competition Winner 

Evan 3/4 B 

Congratulations to Evan of 3/4 B! Evan, evidently a 
masterful wordsmith, penned a simply amazing short 
story titled The UFO. His use of descriptive language 
had us enthralled with the story ahead.  

Well done Evan! We’re looking forward to seeing 
your future novels hitting the ‘best sellers’ lists 
around the world! 

Read Evan’s winning story below: 

THE UFO 

By Evan 3/4 B 
 

Connor jovially ambled along the usually-uneventful 

Area 56 when he caught a glimpse of a silver flying 

object in the sky hurtling towards him. Goggling at it 

in astonishment, he perceived white-hot flames               

trailing behind it, accompanied by thick smoke                 

billowing from its rear. While witnessing the event 

unfold before his very eyes, it dawned on him that it 

was losing altitude fast and furiously. As it careened 

down, he chased it to a grassy open field. The flying 

object taxied. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-792HoMsFGEneBmKjd4iNwOUw3KLwZWI/view?usp=sharing
mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
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LIBRARY BOOKS 

The end of the school year is nearly here and all 
library books must be returned for our end of year 
stocktake. Please take a minute to search high and 
low for any library books that may be hiding in 
schoolbags or within your home.  

CLICK HERE TO LOG IN 

F R O M  T H E  L I B R A RY:  C O N T I N U E D  
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“What’s this?!” Connor exclaimed, adrenalin pumping 

through his veins, approaching it with caution. He kept 

his eyes peeled on it, before deciding it was safe to enter. 

“Whoa,” Connor gasped with bated breath, astounded by 

its interior. The spiffy craft was unlike anything he had 

ever seen. It was decked with the most technologically-

advanced equipment.  

Connor had a horrifying thought, “What if there are-” 

“Meep!” a high-pitched voice interrupted him mid-

sentence. Curiosity overwhelmed him and he trailed the 

noise but made no unique discovery - or so he thought. 

He scoured its surroundings for clues but did not uncover 

anything peculiar.  

Suddenly, out of the corner of his eye, an adorable, 

miniscule life-form was seen clinging to the wall. 

“Meep?” it squeaked. “Who... I mean, what... are you?” 

Connor queried, half-anticipating a response. “Meep!” it 

chirped. “Umm… I don’t understand you,” Connor                     

murmured. After a few moments of awkward silence, 

Connor enquired, “How do you control this complicated 

craft?”  

Before he could get a response, a gigantic, hairy beast 

shambled into the corner, blocking Connor and any 

means of escape. “I control this mega-craft,” it growled. 

“H-hey, keep it cool,” Connor stammered. “I just                    

stumbled into this fancy thingamajig and had to                      

explore...” “Well, then.. SCRAM!” it snarled. 

Frantic and scared out of his wits, Connor skilfully                      

maneuvered past the infuriated beast and headed for the 

nearest exit. He darted home in record speed. Once safe 

and sound, he related the queer and almost unbelievable 

encounter to his parents but they convinced him that it 

was his overactive imagination playing out. They shared 

the bizarre tale with their neighbours and town anyway 

and the news spread quicker than wildfire. 

Before he knew it, a group of scientists and researchers 

crowded outside Connor’s residence and bombarded him  

with questions that eventually led them to believe 

that he sighted a UFO! Connor, leading the pack, 

bolted to the field at Area 56. However, they 

watched on helplessly as it blasted off into the         

horizon. Not only did Connor’s discovery make the 

headlines, his parents never doubted his words              

ever again. 

STORY BOX LIBRARY 

With school holidays approaching, don’t forget, as 
a member of the Mitcham Primary School                    
Community, you get free access to Story Box             
Library!  

With Story Box Library, your child can watch and 
listen to their favourite stories, read aloud by                 
fabulous storytellers, sportspeople, musicians,             
comedians, and actors, from the comfort of your 
home. Story Box Library provides us with                        
continually expanding content to inspire Prep to 
Year 6 students, alongside related ‘Classroom 
Ideas’ for each story linked to the current                       
Australian Curriculum. 

Reading aloud to children, in particular by diverse 
and engaging storytellers, greatly improves                 
language and literacy skills, especially in the early 
years of a child’s development – not to mention, 
it’s enjoyable for all involved  

Our login details are: 

Username: Mitcham Primary School 

Password: MPS 

https://storyboxlibrary.com.au/login
mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/mitchamprimaryschool/
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S N A P S H OT S  O F  M I T C H A M  M AT E S  DAY  
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Dear Mitcham OSHClub Families, 

We can’t believe it’s only one more week to go before 
school holidays! This week, children have been busy 
working on lots of Christmas decorations including            
making Ginger Bread Houses and tree ornaments.  

Children have been understanding human rights and                 
responsibilities and making posters as a part of Human 
Rights Day celebrations. They have also enjoyed working 
on making a castle from recycled boxes and it is in the 
process of being painted. Preps have been great walking 
themselves to and from the classroom, we are very proud 
of them. We have also started cleaning up bit by bit.                 
Our OSH students have also been working on providing 
feedback for OSHClub and we love reading their notes. 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Preps Getting ready for Grade 1: From the 7th of                     
December, Preps will be walking down independently to 
and from OSH Club before and after school from their 
classrooms. OSH Club educators will be watching the 
preps from a distance. 

Farewell Party for Grade 6’s: In celebrating the Class of 
2020, we will be hosting a Farewell Party for OSH Club 
Grade 6’s on Wednesday, 16th December 2020 at 
3.15pm.  

PUPIL FREE DAY: 18 DECEMBER, 2020 

We are pleased to inform you that a Pupil Free Day has 
been confirmed at Mitcham OSHClub and will be running 
on Friday 18th of December, 2020.  Please log in to your 
account online at: www.oshclub.com.au and book in            
under the Pupil Free Day Room. 

Please note that bookings cannot be made online within 
5 days of the session commencing. In order to book              
within this period, you will need to contact the Mitcham 
OSHClub service directly on  0422 097 497. 

SUMMER HOLIDAY PROGRAM 

Bookings are now open for the Summer School Holidays 
at Mitcham OSHClub.  You can see all the details of the 
fun-packed program in the brochure on the next page.  

COVID-19 PROCEDURES 

We are constantly monitoring the children’s hand                   
washing routine. We have reiterated to the children that 
they must wash their hands for 20 seconds or more.  

 

WEEK 11: BEFORE SCHOOL CARE 

DAY ACTIVITY 

MONDAY Clean up, Portfolio & Lego  

TUESDAY Clean up, Portfolio & Lego  

WEDNESDAY  Clean up, Portfolio & Lego  

THURSDAY Clean up, Portfolio & Lego  

FRIDAY  PUPIIL FREE DAY 

WEEK 11: AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

DAY ACTIVITY 

MONDAY Clean up, Portfolio & Lego  

TUESDAY Clean up, Portfolio & Lego  

WEDNESDAY  Clean up, Portfolio & Lego  

THURSDAY Clean up, Portfolio & Lego  

FRIDAY  PUPIL FREE DAY 

Enrol Now: www.oshclub.com.au 

OSHClub Program Phone: 0422 097 497 

OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735 

Some ways we have suggested this to them is by signing 
the alphabet or singing the happy birthday song while                
washing hands. If you have any concerns and or                  
questions regarding the COVID-19 situation, please              
communicate this to our staff.  

NOTE: The Tirana street car park gate and the                          
pedestrian gate will remain closed all the time. If you are 
dropping or picking up your child from OSHclub please 
call us on 0422 097 497 and Oshclub staff member will 
escort child to  from the gate to the OSH building and 
vice a versa. 

BEING SUNSMART 

A kind reminder that we are following our Sun Smart 
policy according to UV level index. So, please remember 
to provide a hat for your child. We supply Coles’                  
branded 50+ protection sunscreen here at the service, 
however, if your child has specific sunscreen needs, we 
encourage parents to either leave some with us at the 
program or ensure that children have some in their bags. 
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UPCOMING PUPIL FREE DAY 

Dear Mitcham OSHClub Families, 

We have been informed of an upcoming Pupil Free Day on 

Friday 18 December 2020. 

The session will run all day from 7.00am to 6.30pm at the 

cost of $65.00 (before any applicable Child Care                            

Subsidy). Many families are eligible for Child Care Subsidy, 

which reduces the out of pocket cost of outside school 

hours care. To establish what level of CCS you may be              

entitled to please contact the Centrelink Family Assistance 

Office on 13 61 50. 

PUPIL FREE DAY: 7.00 AM - 6.30 PM 

Friday 18 December, 2020 

FULL FEE 

(Before any applicable Child 

Care Subsidy) 

 

$65.00 

HOW TO BOOK 

Please log in to your account online at: 

www.oshclub.com.au 

...and book in under the Pupil Free Day Room. 

Please note that bookings can not be made online within 5 

days of the session commencing. In order to book within 

this period, you will need to contact the Mitcham OSHClub 

service directly. The service’s phone number is 0422 097 

497, and can be found by visiting our website and searching 

for the  service. 

WHAT HAPPENS? 

We provide fun activities for all ages including arts and craft, 

games, sports, drama, board games, dress ups and fun with 

friends. 

WHAT TO BRING 

Please bring morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea. Make 

sure your children wear/bring appropriate footwear and 

clothing, including a hat. 

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING: 

 All regular Before and After School Care bookings 

have been removed. 

 7 days’ notice is required for cancellation of the              

Pupil Free Day, to ensure you will not incur out of 

pocket costs.   

 A $4 late booking fee applies for bookings made  

within 5 days of the session commencing. 

If you require further assistance, please contact your             

Service Coordinator on 0422097497.  

mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/mitchamprimaryschool/
http://www.oshclub.com.au










ADVERTISING NOTE: The Department of 
Education and    Training    and    Early    
Childhood   Development (DEECD) does not 
endorse the products or services of any           
private advertisers. No responsibility is              
accepted by DEECD for accuracy of                     
information. 

  




