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MAR 6     3 - 6 ATHLETICS 

MAR 11   LABOR DAY HOLIDAY 

MAR 12   STUDENT FREE DAY 

MAR 15   BULLYING NO WAY DAY 

MAR 21   HARMONY DAY 

MAR 26   P-6 CROSS COUNTRY 

APR 2      3-WAY CONFERENCES 

APR 5      LAST DAY TERM 1 

APR 23    FIRST DAY TERM 2 

APR 25    ANZAC DAY  

MAY 21   SCHOOL PHOTOS 

JUNE 3    BOOK FAIR OPEN 

JUNE 6    BOOK FAIR LAST DAY 

JUNE 10  QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY 

JUNE 10 STUDENT FREE DAY 

...SEE PAGE 7 FOR MORE 
IN  T HIS  ISSUE  

 FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

 FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

 FROM THE MITCHAM PRIMARY OFFICE 

 CYBER SAFETY PROJECT SNAPSHOTS 

 OSHCLUB NEWS 

 … AND MUCH MORE 

VALUE  O F  T HE  

MO NT H  

DO ING 

YO UR BEST  

THE CYBER SAFETY PROJECT 
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THE CYBER SAFETY PROJECT 

On Wednesday our students experienced an          
amazingly informative and interactive session with 
The Cyber Safety Project. The entertaining                        
atmosphere and opportunity to interact, discuss 
problems and brainstorm solutions ensured that 
students were engaged throughout the session. 
The energy and storytelling ability of Sam and 
Trent, the presenters, allowed students to connect 
with them and feel empowered to be safe and             
responsible digital citizens when using digital             
technologies.   

As a staff, we also undertook a professional                  
learning session with Sam and Trent and left 
equipped with the tools and resources to develop 
proactive strategies for the safe and engaging use 
of digital technologies.   

In the evening Trent and Sam presented to a very 
large group of our parent community with tips and 
strategies for fostering a positive and safe                       
environment for digitally engaged children in the 
home. If you were unable to attend on the night, 
you might like to access The Cyber Safety Project 
Blog: https://www.cybersafetyproject.com.au/blog . 
The slide deck from the evening will be added to 
our school website and the ‘Tip Sheet’ attached 
also provides some ideas for what parents can be 
doing at home. 
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PARENT LIAISON PROGRAM 

As part of the Mitcham Primary’s Strategic Plan key 
improvement strategy to increase parent                     
engagement with the school, we are implementing 
a Parent Liaison (PL) Program where each class has 
a nominated parent who liaises with the teacher to 
communicate classroom and school initiatives to 
class parents.  

If you’re looking for a way to make a contribution 
to your child’s classroom or to the school                     
community, please consider nominating yourself 
as a class P.L. This afternoon your child will be 
bringing home more information about this                  
initiative, please think about whether this is a role 
you might like to take on. 

CANBERRA RECOUNT WRITING 

I had a wonderful visit to 5/6L on Thursday and 
was so impressed by the Canberra recount writing 
they were doing I just had to share some… 

“The buses were so tall and awesome, I said                
goodbye to my mum and then got on the bus 
ready for a ten-hour ride.” - Eve 5/6L 

“...let’s just skip forward to the second day where 
all the fun really happened.  We started the day at 
Parliament House, we visited the Senate and the 
House of Representative and we met the Member 
for Deakin Michael Sukkar.”  - Martin 5/6L 

“On Wednesday we went to the Mint. You might 
be wondering, ‘what is the Mint?’  Well, it is where 
they make coins, it was so cool.  We could also 
make our own coin for $3.” - Anna 5/6L 

“My favourite thing about going to Canberra was 
going to Questacon, the AIS and Government 
House, I found Government House so interesting 
because we got to learn what the Governor                
General does.”  - Andrew 5/6L 

“The Gallery was packed with amazing artwork… 
My favourite thing was the Pumpkin Room.  This 
room was painted bright orange with black spots 
EVERYWHERE, but the best thing about this room 
was the smaller room inside, in that room there 
were lots of pumpkins and on the floor, walls and 
roof were mirrors, it made it look like an infinite 
room that just kept on going.  The artist who made  
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it realised that we want more and more of                    
everything.” - Amelia 5/6L 

“We went to the Australian War Memorial, where 
we heard a lot of sad stories and learnt about our 
history. Afterwards, we went to the Last Post                  
ceremony.  It was very interesting.  After dinner we 
went to Questacon, it was thrilling!” -Samaira 5/6L 

The challenge in writing a good recount is to            
provide the audience with the story as it                   
happened, something I feel our Grade 5/6 writers 
have certainly done in the examples above. 

CAR PARK  

Parents are reminded that the car parks 
(particularly the car park at the Tirana Street end of 
the school) are not available for parking by parents 
before or during school hours.      

These car parks are for the use of the school staff, 
for Toddler Kindy Gymbaroo staff and patrons, and 
OSH Club staff.  Parents dropping off and picking 
up their children at OSH Club may use the car park 
at designated times.   

Wishing all families a lovely, restful and hopefully 
not too hot weekend. 

Erin Norman 

Principal 

 

 

MITCHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL 
THINKERS  |  LEARNERS  | LEADERS 

 

 

Some of our recent 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Zoe - Prep R 

Charlie - 5/6 I 

Sophie - Prep K 

Ava - 3/4 B 

Alec - 5/6 K 

Tong - 5/6 L 

Sam - 3/4 A 

Adelle - Prep B 
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PREPS 

On Monday our Preps had their first full day at 
school and attended their first whole school                
assembly. The school welcomed the Preps and we 
look forward to the Prep students presenting 
themselves to the rest of the school later this term. 
The Preps have been enjoying the support and 
friendship of their grade 5/6 buddies, especially in 
the playground at recess and lunchtime. 

BADGE PRESENTATION: SCHOOL CAPTAINS 
AND HOUSE CAPTAINS 

Next Monday 4th March, we will be presenting 
badges to our school captains and our house              
captains. I know the students are keen to have the 
opportunity to proudly wear their badges and are 
looking forward to the presentation. If you want to 
come to assembly, please ensure you are seated in 
the Performing Arts Centre by 2.20 p.m.  

Junior School Council and Sustainability badges  
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will be presented at a later date. 

CURRICULUM DAYS/PUPIL FREE DAYS 

Our next pupil free day will be on Tuesday 12th 
March. The day will have a focus on Literacy –              
looking at our new spelling program (SMART 
spelling, reading and writing) and Numeracy,    
looking specifically at our involvement with the 
Maths Association of Victoria and Melbourne              
University. 

Students are not required at school on this day. 
OshClub will be operating provided there are 
enough bookings for the day. 

SCHOOL HOUSE ATHLETICS 

Next Wednesday 6th March all the students from 
Grades 3 to 6 will be participating in the House 
Athletics. They will be travelling by bus. Please                
ensure that they have water, sunscreen and sun 
smart hats along with lunch and snacks ready for a 
busy fun filled day. 

HARMONY DAY CHANGE OF DATE 

Harmony day is on Thursday 21st March. Notices 
have gone home this week regarding these                   
celebrations. 

TEETH ON WHEELS 

Notices have been sent home for students to be 
involved in the Oral Health Education Program run 
by ‘Teeth on Wheels’ who are coming back this 
year.  Consent forms must be returned by 13th 
March and the dental van will be here in the last 
week of this term. 

BEFORE SCHOOL READING PROGRAM 

Before school reading started on Tuesday in the 
Library. Children can attend from 8.15am to do 
some extra reading with an adult. 

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS / 3 – WAY 
CONFERENCES 

These will be held on Tuesday 2nd April. Please put 

this date in your diary. We use an online booking 

system for this and when we have the booking             

information, we will send a notice home detailing 

how you can book a time with the teachers. On this  
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day, we will have a variation to school hours, and 
students will not be required at school except 
when they are coming with their parents for their 3
-Way Conference. 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

On Wednesday 13th March, the school captains, 
vice-captains and house captains will be attending 
a student leadership conference in the city. They 
will be catching the train and attending with               
primary school student leaders from all over              
Victoria. Mr Koles will be going with the group. We 
think this will be a great opportunity for them to  

learn leadership skills and to meet other student 
leaders from different schools. Notices have been 
sent home. 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

This year the school photos will be taken on              
Tuesday 21st May. The company will send out 
packs to all students closer the date. Please note 
this date in your diary. 

Heather Wood 

Assistant Principal 

H APPY  B I RT HDAY  MI TC H AM  ST UD ENT S!  

Shae 5/6 C 

Isabelle 5/6 A 

Anhad 5/6 A 

Cathlin Prep C 

Gracie 3/4 C 

Matias 5/6 A 

Tara 3/4 D 

Edith 5/6 A 

Devan 1/2 A 

Achilles 1/3 A 

Jack Prep A 

Ryan 1/3 B 

Gemma Prep B 

Trinity 5/6 B 
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DATE EVENT 

6 March Grade 3-6 Athletics 

11 March Labor Day Public Holiday 

12 March Student Free Day 

15 March ‘Bullying No Way’ Day 

21 March Harmony Day 

26 March Whole School Cross   
Country 

1 April - 5 April Dental Van at School 

2 April 3-Way Conferences 

5 April Last Day Term 1:               
2.30PM Finish 

23 April First Day Term 2 

25 April ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

8 May District Cross Country 

21 May School Photos 

22 May National Simultaneous 
Storytime 

3 June - 6 June Book Fair Open for Sales 

10 June Queen’s Birthday Public 
Holiday 

11 June Student Free Day 

14 June Grade 5/6 Winter Sport 

21 June Grade 5/6 Winter Sport 

28 June Last Day Term 2 

15 July First Day Term 3 

19 July The Ridiculous Rhyme 
Show Visit 

ADVERTISING NOTE 

The Department of Education and Training and 

Early Childhood Development (DEECD) does 

not endorse the products or services of any  

private advertisers. No responsibility is                   

accepted by DEECD for accuracy of                         

information. 

DATE EVENT 

23 August Grade 5/6 Summer Sport 

2 September District Athletics 

5 September Grade 5/6 Performance 

6 September Grade 5/6 Summer Sport 

20 September Last Day Term 3 

7 October First Day Term 4 

4 November Student Free Day 

6 November Grade 3 - 6 Swimming 
Commences 

15 November Grade 3 - 6 Swimming 
Ends 

18 November Prep - 2 Swimming             
Commenced 

29 November Prep - 2 Swimming Ends 

20 December Last Day Term 4 

mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
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CSEF (CAMPS & SCHOOL EXCUSRIONS FUND) 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)       
provides payments for eligible students to attend 
activities like: 

 School camps or trips 

 Swimming and school-organised sport                 
programs 

 Outdoor education programs 

 Excursions and incursions. 

Applications for 2019 are now open and will close 
on 28 June 2019 (end of Term 2). Families holding a 
valid means-tested concession card or temporary 
foster parents are eligible to apply. 

Successful applicants will receive $125 per year for 
eligible primary school students. Payments are 
made directly to the school and are tied to the               
individual student. Most payments start from March 
onwards. 

Payments are for the application year and cannot 
be claimed for previous years. 

The CSEF payment cannot be used towards                    
voluntary school charges, books, stationery, school 
uniforms, before/after school care, music lessons, 
or formals/graduations. 

You will only need to submit an application form in 
2019 if any of the following changes have occurred: 

 Your child has started or changed schools in 
2019 or you did not apply at the same school 
in a previous year 

 Changed family circumstances: such as a 
change of custody, change of 
name, concession card number, or new                 
siblings commencing at the school in 2019. 

We are able to accept and process applications up 
until the end of term two each year. 

The payment system only allows one application 
per student. Parents in shared custody situations 
(who both hold a concession card) must make the 
decision beforehand who applies for the CSEF at 
the school on behalf of their children. 

If you have already paid for some camp, sports or 
excursion costs up front, you have the option to: 

 Allocate the payment towards remaining              
activities in 2019 

 Carry over the amount to be used on eligible 
activities in 2020 

Please note, CSEF funds cannot be directly                   
refunded to families. 

If you think you may be eligible, and are yet to             
apply, or would like more information, please see 
the information and application sheets enclosed in 
the later pages of this newsletter.  

Alternatively, contact our school office for more 
information. 

STATE SCHOOLS’ RELIEF 

Prep students who are applicable for the CSEF fund 
may also be able to receive support for 
school uniforms through State Schools’ Relief. 

State Schools' Relief helps with the cost of new 
school uniforms, shoes and books for families who 
are facing hardship. 

The Victorian Government has provided more than 
$15.65 million to State Schools’ Relief to help              
provide 100,000 students with free or discounted 
new school uniforms, shoes and books over four 
years (2015-19). 

For students commencing prep in 2019, State 
Schools' Relief can provide a winter warmer                  
uniform package: 

 1 x rugby top or windcheater or polo long 
sleeve 

 1 x tracksuit pants 

 1 x pair of shoes (lace up or t-bar or runner/
sneaker) 

To apply, make sure you lodge your application for 
CSEF before the closing date and ensure you speak 
to the office about a uniform pack.  

If your application is successful, uniform items and 
vouchers may be given directly to you, or the 
school. The school will contact you to pass on the 
items. 

Please see the ladies in our office for more                  
information or assistance.  

mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
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WHEN STUDENTS 
INVOLVED 

COST 
(Y/N) 

DAY OF WEEK CLUB/ACTIVITY ORGANISER 

Before school All Welcome N Tuesday Before School Reading  Heather Wood 

During school Grade 5/6s Y TBC* Bonsai Club  Marina Rich 

After school All Welcome Y Wednesday Chess Club Heather Wood 

During lunch Grade 5/6s N Thursday Five Six Mix Choir Natalie Wickham 

During lunch All Welcome N Monday Gardening &                     

Sustainability Club 

Marina Rich, Laura                

Luscombe & Kate               

Medcalf 

During lunch Selected N Thursday Hooptime Laura Ellis 

During & After 

School. 

All Welcome Y Multiple Hot Shots Tennis Contact Office 

During school All Welcome Y Various Instrumental Music  Contact Office 

During school Elected                   

students 

N Various Junior School Council Jayne Koth &Tracey              

Irvine 

During lunch All Welcome Y Multiple  Kelly Sports Contact Office  

During lunch All Welcome N Wednesday & 

Friday 

Lunchtime Library                             

Sessions 

Erin Norman & Emma 

Bates 

During school Media Team  N Thursday Media  Tracey Irvine & Emma 

Bates  

During lunch Grade 3/4 N Thursday  Mitcham Melodies Choir Jess Yuen, Emma Bates & 

Deb Williamson 

During lunch Grades 4-6  N TBC  Mitcham Music Makers Natalie Wickham  

N/A Grade 5/6s Y N/A New Zealand Exchange  Heather Wood 

During recess Grade 6s  N Various  Peer Mediation Tracey Irvine, Laura             

Luscombe & Marianne 

McKay 

During school Preps N Monday Perceptual Motor Program Val Berardini  

During lunch All Welcome N Tuesday, 

Wednesday & 

Thursday 

Quiet Space  Michelle Dybing  

During lunch TBC  N Friday  Robotics Club Netanel Koles  

Running Club  N Friday  Before school Grades 3-6  Laura Ellis & 

Snack and Study  N Thursday  After school EAL Students  Michelle Dybing  

Tournament of Minds N TBC  TBC Grade 5/6s TBC 

mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
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NEW LUNCH ORDER PROVIDER 

We  are very  excited  to  introduce  our new School 
Lunch Order provider – Classroom Cuisine.  

Lunch  orders  will   now  be  available  on  Monday,           
Wednesday   and   Friday. Simply click here, or 
search the following address in your browser: 
w w w . c l a s s r o o m c u i s i n e . c o m . a u 
 

You will need to register an account in your name 
and select Mitcham Primary School. Once you are 
in your account there is a tab to add a child. Please 
add your children and select Mitcham Primary 
School and their grade. 

Placing orders can be done up until 8.30 the              
morning of the lunch day. 
. 
The  option  to  select  future  dates  is  available to 
place   orders,   if   your    child   is   not    attending 
school  on the  future  day you can cancel the order 
t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  t h e  a b s e n c e . 
. 
Payment is required at the time of ordering with a 
credit card. 
 

See our new lunch order menu in the following 
pages. 

SCHOOL BANKING 

Does your child want to be part of School Banking? 

The school banking program is a great way to start 
creating good financial habits. There are also great 
reward items to redeem after each 10 deposits, as it 
is  an  incentive  for  banking  regularly  and  not  a 
monetary exercise. 

School banking takes place every Wednesday. 

Please add this event to your calendar every 
Wednesday. 

If you would like your child to participate in School 
banking please go to the Commonwealth Bank and 
open an account in your child's name. 

ICY POLE FRIDAY 

Icy Pole Friday is BACK! But, we need YOUR help! 

Due to popular demand we will be selling a variety 
of water icy poles and Quelsh Fruit sticks every            
Friday for $1.  

Should you need to check ingredients for allergy 
purposes, the brand is Coles Smart Buy.  

If you can spare an hour or so on a Friday                         
afternoon, please sign up by clicking here.  

The students LOVE icy pole Friday and its a great 
fundraiser for the school. 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

This year the school photos will be taken on              
Tuesday 21st May. The company will send out 
packs to all students closer the date. Please note 
this date in your diary. 

HARMONY DAY CHANGE OF DATE 

Harmony day is on Thursday 21st March. Notices 
have gone home this week regarding these                   
celebrations. 

N E W S AND UPDAT ES  
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O SHCLUB N E W S  

Dear Mitcham OSHClub  Parents,  

Hello everyone! Our Preps have confidently completed 
their first full week at school walking with everyone 
when school finishes. They have settled really well. 

This term our focus is on being responsible for out           
belongings and actions.  

We were busy with Autumn activities this week along 
with making making wool friendship bracelets and            
students have been busy showing their Beyblade             
battling skills.  

Jagruti will be away from the 12th of March until the 
30th of March. During her absence, Jane Evans will be 
supporting Lekky to run the program. 

PUPIL FREE DAY 

We have been informed of an upcoming Pupil Free Day 

at Mitcham Primary School OSHClub on Tuesday 12 

March, 2019. OSHClub will run if we receive a minimum 

of 15 bookings for the day. Please see the following 

page for details. 

AUTUMN SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

Bookings are now open for the Autumn School                 

Holidays at Mitcham Primary OSHClub. Please find           

attached the brochure outlining all the exciting                   

activities, incursions and excursions on offer each day. 

SUN SMART POLICY 

A kind reminder that during Term 1 we will be                 

following our Sun Smart Policy. So, please remember to 

provide a hat for your child. We supply Coles’ branded 

50+ protection sunscreen here at the service, however, 

if your child has specific sunscreen needs we encourage 

parents to either leave some with us at the program or 

ensure that children have some in their bags when they 

arrive. 

BOOKING INTO OSHCLUB  

Remember,   ensuring   your   children   are  booked  to               
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attend OSHClub helps us cater for your children’s 
needs and ensure we are compliant with national                
regulations and OSHClub policy. If you are having                
difficulty  using  the  OSHClub  online  booking system,  

Please call head office on 1300 395 735. Otherwise, you 
can book your child into the program on the day by 
calling or texting 0422 097 497. Program times are 
from 7.00am - 9.00am and 2.30pm - 6.30pm, bookings 
will be confirmed during these times. Please notify the                  
program if your child will be absent if you are unable to 
cancel the booking online. A courtesy phone call, 
voicemail or text will be highly appreciated and allow 
our team to focus on the children in attendance.  

WEEK 6 BEFORE SCHOOL CARE ACTIVITIES 

DAY ACTIVITY 

MONDAY 3D Lego Paper Bricks & Student 
Taught Gymnastics Club 

TUESDAY Shrove Tuesday Pancakes & Table 
Tennis 

WEDNESDAY  Build a Lego Maze & Slime Challenge 

THURSDAY Lego Battleships & Card Tricks 

FRIDAY  Lego Paper Craft & Playground Play 

WEEK 6 AFTER SCHOOL CARE ACTIVITIES 

DAY ACTIVITY 

MONDAY Lego Creations Gallery & Line Tiggy 

TUESDAY Shrove Tuesday Pancakes & Cone 
Soccer 

WEDNESDAY  Lego in Progress Display & Blindfold 
Obstacle Course 

THURSDAY Lego Tissue Paper Suncatcher &           
Basketball Court 

FRIDAY  Beyblade Lego Design & Beylblade 
Tournament 

Enrol Now: www.oshclub.com.au 

OSHClub Program Phone: 0422 097 497 

OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735 

Program Coordinator: Jagruti 

Program Assistants: Lekky, Jane, Maylee, Ashleigh & Maria 

mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
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UPCOMING PUPIL FREE DAY 

Dear Mitcham OSHClub Families, 

We have been informed of an upcoming Pupil Free 

Day and we are planning to run a full day of care on 

this day however this is dependent on the number of 

bookings received. We require a minimum of 15          

children to run the day. 

Session date: Tuesday 12 March, 2019 

Book before: 5.00pm, 5 March, 2019 

Fees and session times: 

PUPIL FREE DAY: 7.00 AM - 6.30 PM 

Tuesday 12 March, 2019 

FULL FEE $63.00 

FEE AFTER CCR $31.50 

Based on Child Care Rebate (CCR) entitlement, as            
assessed by Centrelink (13 61 50) 

HOW TO BOOK 

Please log in to your account online at 

www.oshclub.com.au and book in under the Pupil Free 

Day Room. 

WHAT HAPPENS 

We provide fun activities for all ages including arts and 

craft, games, sports, drama, board games, dress ups 

and fun with friends.  

WHAT TO BRING 

Please bring morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea. 

Make sure your children wear/bring appropriate                  

footwear and clothing, including a hat.  

SESSION CONFIRMATION OR CANCELATION                   

NOTIFICATION 

Parents will be notified by the end of business on 5 

March, 2019 if the day will proceed. 

 

FURTHER INFROMATION 

 7 days notice is required for cancellation of the    

Pupil Free Day, to ensure you will not incur out of 

pocket costs.   

 A $4 late booking fee applies for bookings made 

within 5 days of the session commencing. 

 All regular Before and After School Care bookings 

have been removed. 
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