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MAY 10  DISTRICT X-COUNTRY 

MAY 11  NAPLAN BEGINS 

MAY 13  NAPLAN ENDS 

MAY 14  MITCHKIDS 

MAY 18  SCHOOL PHOTOS 

MAY 19  INFO. EVENING 

MAY 22  OPEN DAY 

MAY 25  GR. 1/2 EXCURSION 

MAY 28  MITCHKIDS 

JUNE 4   5/6 INTERSCH. SPORT 

JUNE 14 PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

JUNE 25 LAST DAY TERM 2: 

2.30PM FINISH 

… SEE INSIDE FOR MORE 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E  
 FROM THE PRINCIPAL ’S DESK 

 OPEN DAY & INFORMATION EVENING  

 MITCHKIDS IS BACK!  

 FROM THE MITCHAM PRIMARY OFFICE  

 OSHCLUB NEWS  

 … AND MORE 

VA LU E  O F  T H E  
M O N T H  

R E S I L I E N C E  
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F R O M  T H E  P R I N C I PA L ’ S  D E S K  

ANZAC DAY 

Mitcham Primary School held a whole school assembly 
on Monday 26 April to observe ANZAC Day. Our                 
Captains read a piece of poetry entitled NOT A HERO 
by Clyde Hamilton to our school community. The                    
conclusion of our assembly was very moving with Mr 
Delaney, sounding The Last Post on his trumpet. Thank 
you Mrs Buckle for arranging the assembly. 

Three of our School Captains, Ji Xuan, Alyssa and Hue, 
represented Mitcham Primary School at the Dawn               
Service at Halliday Park. Ji Xuan read the poem ‘In       
Flanders Fields’ and Alyssa and Hue laid a wreath on 
behalf of our school community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CLASSROOM WRITING FUN 

Our main corridor has been buzzing with excitement 
this week, with the installation of seven thought                    
provoking visual and audible writing prompts. Students 
from  Grade  Prep -6  had  time to sit and reflect on the  
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prompts and listened carefully to sound recordings at 
each installation, they were then encouraged to write 
a narrative inspired by one of the prompts. The writing 
I have seen has been filled with fabulous ideas and has 
been coherent, smooth and expressive. It is clear that 
our 2021 AIP whole school focus on writing is having a 
positive impact on student achievement. I would like 
to say a very big thank you to Francine Cirillo and all 
the Literacy Teaching Team for their creativity and 
efforts in preparing the prompt and installations.  

2021 PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS 

We are receiving a steady stream of inquiries and tours 
for 2021 enrolments and will be hosting a Prospective 
Parent Prep Information Session on Wednesday 19th 
May. If you have a younger sibling that you have yet to 
enrol, please help us ensure that we can process those 
enrolments as soon as possible by handing them into 
our office within the next few weeks. Similarly, if you 
have friends interested in our school, please encourage 
them to attend our next information session or call the 
school to arrange a tour. 

Mitchkids started for the year last Friday 30th April and 
we had a very excited and enthusiastic group of               
children attend this first session, which was wonderful.  
There will be a further 9 sessions, the next being Friday 
14th May.   

EDUCATION WEEK 

Each year Victoria celebrates Education Week in May, 
the aim of the week is to positively profile and                           
celebrate the strengths and achievements of Victoria's 
government education sector. The theme this year is 
'Building Connections'. 
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OPEN DAY 

Open Day is Saturday 22nd May from 10am until 1pm 
and we would welcome all our families and friends of 
Mitcham Primary to visit the school, explore                      
classrooms, celebrate and chat with our staff about all 
the wonderful opportunities and programs we offer. 
Please note that density limits will be noted on all 
classroom doors. 

It is a Mitcham Primary School Tradition to host a 
Grandparents and Special Persons Day during                        
Education Week, regretfully due to density limits still 
imposed upon us by the Department of Education, we 
are unable to run this event during school hours: ‘a 
density limit of 1 person per 2 square meters must be 
applied to any spaces and activities being attended by 
parent/carers and other visitors. The density limit                
applies to all persons in the space, including students.’  

We had considered running the event outside, but felt 
our Melbourne weather was too unpredictable. We are 
hopeful density limits will be removed before the end 
of the year so we can have a Grandparents and Special 
Person’s Day in Term 4. However, in keeping with the 
Education Week theme of ‘Building connections’ all our 
students will be undertaking a very special writing task 
for their grandparents or special person. 

NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORYTIME IS COMING:              
WEDNESDAY 19 MAY  

This year’s book is Give 
Me Some Space written 
by Philip Bunting.  

National Simultaneous 
Storytime (NSS) is held 
annually by the                      
Australian Library and 
Information Association 
(ALIA). Every year a              
picture book, written 
and illustrated by an 
Australian author and 

illustrator, is read simultaneously in libraries, schools, 
pre-schools, childcare centres, family homes, 
bookshops and many other places around the country.  

Now in its 21th year, it is a simple yet fun event,                 
coinciding with Education Week, that aims to promote 
the value of reading and literacy using an Australian 
children's book that explores age-appropriate themes, 
and addresses key learning areas of the National                    
Curriculum for Foundation to Year 6.  

The idea is that at 11.00am on Wednesday 19 May, 
there will be #1millionkidsreading simultaneously.  

NAPLAN 

Next week is NAPLAN week for our Grade 3 and Grade 
5 students. The schedule for NAPLAN is: 

 Tuesday, 11th May – Writing and Language            
Conventions 

 Wednesday 12th May - Reading 

 Thursday, 13th May - Numeracy 

It is advisable for students to be well rested and on 
time at school, as in most cases the testing will take 
place before recess. For further information please 
refer to the website:  www.naplan.edu.au 

ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY – YEAR 4 TO 6 

The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual online             
survey conducted by the Department to help schools 
gain an understanding of students’ perceptions and 
experience of school. This will again run in the next 
fortnight.  We value what the students say about               
engagement, wellbeing and quality instruction and the 
survey’s purpose is to gauge the views of the students 
and then the Department reports back the results to 
us.  This enables us to plan programs and activities 
that address the feedback we receive. 

Students in Years 4 to 6 across Victoria will participate 
in the online survey during school hours. The survey 
only takes about twenty minutes to complete. The 
survey is a purpose built secure online tool and each 
student will be provided with a unique login to                
complete it. The identifier is only used to link data for 
statistical and reference purposes only and all                    
responses are anonymous. Personal identification data 
will not be recorded in the survey response file thus 
ensuring the confidentiality of each student’s            
response.  
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ABOUT THE SURVEY 
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More information on the survey can be found at the 
following link: 

 

 

www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/
management/improvement/Pages/

performsurveyat.aspx 

To all MPS mums and grandmothers, we hope you 
have a lovely Mother’s Day on Sunday and you are 
made to feel special, unique and on top of the world by 
your wonderful children! 

To all our families that have been observing Ramadan 
we extend Ramadan Wishes - ‘Ramadan Kareem’. 

Erin Norman 

Principal 
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Mothers Day Stall 

Movie Character Dress Up Day 

Movie Character Dress Up Day 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM STALL 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 

On Friday 21 May, Mitcham Primary School will be 

holding a Second Hand Uniform Stall (time to be 

confirmed), and we need your help! 

We are seeking parent and/or guardian volunteers 

who have completed our school run Parent Helper 

Training, and would be able to aid in the set up and 

running of the stall, including monetary transactions. 

If you think you may be able to assist, please contact 

our General Office on (03) 9873 1551. 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/performsurveyat.aspx
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ADVERTISING NOTE: The Department of                      
Education and    Training    and    Early                    
Childhood Development (DEECD) does not               
endorse the products or services of any private ad-
vertisers. No responsibility is accepted by DEECD 
for accuracy of information. 

I M P O R TA N T  DAT E S  
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DATE EVENT 

10 May District Cross Country 

11 - 13 May NAPLAN  

14 - 21 May Robotics Incursion 

14 May Mitchkids - 10.00am 

18 May School Photos 

19 May Prospective Parent Information 

Evening - 6.30pm 

National Simultaneous Storytime 

22 May Open Day 

25 May Grade 1/2 Healesville Sanctuary 

Excursion 

28 May Mitchkids - 10.00am 

1—9 June Somers Camp 

4 June 5/6 Interschool Sport 

11 June Mitchkids - 10.00am 

14 June Public Holiday 

18 June 5/6 Interschool Sport 

25 June Mitchkids - 10.00am 

Last Day Term 2 - 2.30pm Finish 

12 July First Day Term 3 

16 July Mitchkids - 10.00am 

28 July 3/4 Hoop Time Basketball 

30 July Mitchkids - 10.00am 

11 August 5/6 Hoop Time Basketball 

13 August Mitchkids - 10.00am 

18 August Author Visit: Heath McKenzie 

DATE EVENT 

21 - 27 August Book Week 

27 August Mitchkids - 10.00am 

30 August District Athletics (TBC) 

30 Aug - 1 Sept 3/4 Camp Group 1 

1 – 3 September 3/4 Camp Group 2 

3 September 5/6 Interschool Sport 

10 September Mitchkids - 10.00am 

14 September 5/6 Interschool Sport 

17 September Last Day Term 3 - 2.30pm 

4 October First Day Term 4 

21—26 October Book Fair 

2 November Public Holiday 

3 November 3 - 6 Swimming Starts 

12 November 3 - 6 Swimming Ends 

15 November Prep - 2 Swimming Starts 

26 November Prep - 2 Swimming Ends 

17 December Last Day Term 4 

mitcham.ps.vic.edu.au
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M OV I E  C H A R A C T E R  D R E S S  U P  DAY !  
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CSEF (CAMPS & SCHOOL EXCUSRIONS FUND) 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)       
provides payments for eligible students to attend               
activities like: 

 School camps or trips 

 Swimming and school-organised sport                 
programs 

 Outdoor education programs 

 Excursions and incursions. 

Applications for 2021 are now open and will close at 
the end of Term 2. Families holding a valid                       
means-tested concession card or temporary foster 
parents are eligible to apply. 

Successful applicants will receive $125 per year for 
eligible primary school students. Payments are made 
directly to the school and are tied to the  individual 
student. Most payments start from March onwards. 

Payments are for the application year and cannot be 
claimed for previous years. 

The CSEF payment cannot be used towards                    
voluntary school charges, books, stationery, school 
uniforms, before/after school care, music lessons, or 
formals/graduations. 

You will only need to submit an application form in 
2021 if any of the following changes have occurred: 

 Your child has started or changed schools in 
2021 or you did not apply at the same school in 
a previous year 

 Changed family circumstances: such as a 
change of custody, change of name, concession 
card number, or new siblings commencing at 
the school in 2021. 

We are able to accept and process applications up 
until the end of term two each year. 

The  payment  system  only  allows  one application 

per student. Parents in shared custody situations 

(who both hold a concession card) must make the 

decision beforehand who applies for the CSEF at the  

school on behalf of their children.If you have already 

paid for some camp, sports or   excursion costs up front, 

you have the option to 

 Allocate the payment towards remaining              

activities in 2020 

 Carry over the amount to be used on eligible               

activities in 2021 

Please note, CSEF funds cannot be directly                   

refunded to families. 

If you think you may be eligible, and are yet to             

apply, or would like more information, please see the 

information and application sheets enclosed in the later 

pages of this newsletter. Alternatively, contact our 

school office for more information. 

CENTREPAY 

Centrepay is a free bill paying service that allows                      

applicable families to pay bills and other costs, direct 

from their Centrelink payments.  

Using Centrepay you can arrange regular                         

deductions from your Centrelink payment. You can 

start, change, or stop using Centrepay whenever you 

like. You can use it for your regular bills and other ongo-

ing expenses, such as rent, electricity, phone and school 

fees. 

Contact the Mitcham Primary School Office, or click 

here for more information.  
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING 

In Week 2, we celebrated and acknowledged Earth Day 
by making a big poster of the Earth which had all the 
children’s hand cut outs of green paper pasted on blue 
paper. For World Heritage Day, children were asked to 
fill out a ‘My Cultural Profile’ sheet which included 
questions surrounding what they like to eat, how they 
dress, what languages they know and what                            
celebrations they enjoy. In Week 3, we focused on 
making several gifts in celebration for Mother’s Day. 
These activities included making cards, bracelets,              
necklaces, key chains and baking cupcakes. On Friday 
each child will take home a goodie bag to give to their 
mum on Sunday. We have also started our weekly Kids 
Club sessions, every Tuesday is the Bird Watching Club 
and every Thursday is Chess Club. For the Bird                  
Watching Club, children were given their own bird 
booklet where they can draw the bird they saw and 
write about the features of the bird. They also learnt 
how to use the binoculars. Finally, a big Happy                 
Mother’s Day to all the fantastic mums, aunties and 
grandmas. We hope you all get spoilt on Sunday! 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Parents, you are now allowed to enter the OSH                
Building to drop off/pick up your child/ren. Please               
allow some time in familiarizing yourself with the               
KidSoft signing in/out of your child/ren from the                 
service. If you are doing it for the first time you will 
need your mobile phone to do this, please remember 
to bring it in with you. Our friendly OSH team will assist 
you in this process – thank you!  

UPCOMING DATES 

9th May: Mother’s Day 

11th May: Bird-Watching Club (Every Tuesday) 

13th May: Chess Club (Every Thursday) 

PREP STUDENTS 

All the preps will be picked up from their classes in the 
afternoon and dropped to their classes in the morning 
when attending the OSH Club. 

REMEMBER... 

All families must be enrolled to attend the program,  

 remember this is Free!! Please create an account 
online    at    www.oshclub.com.au    all   bookings   
and cancellations can also be managed via your online              
account. For on the day bookings please contact the 
Coordinator direct at the program. 

Ensuring your children are booked to attend OSHClub 
helps us to cater for your children’s needs and ensure 
we are compliant with national regulations and                 
OSHClub  policy.  If  you  are having difficulty using the 
OSHClub online booking system, please call head 
office on: 1300 395 735.  

Otherwise, you can book your child into the program 
on the day by calling or texting:  0422 097 497. 

Program times are from 7.00 am - 9.00 am and 
2:30pm—6:30pm, bookings will be confirmed during 
these times. Please notify the program if your child 
will be absent if you are unable to cancel the booking 
online. A courtesy phone call, voicemail or text will be 
highly appreciated and allow our team to focus on the 
children in  attendance.  

 Enrol Now: www.oshclub.com.au 

OSHClub Program Phone: 0422 097 497 

OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735 
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